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Foreword 


Foreword 


During the past several years it has been my privilege to conduct 
pastors’ renewal conferences with Dr. Mark Rutland, pastor of 
Calvary Assembly in Orlando, Florida. We have prayed and cried 
with pastors all over the United States. I have conducted a number 
of prayer seminars in churches around the country as well, meet- 
ing and talking with hundreds of pastors. The end result of these 
meetings is a deep concern for the well-being of shepherds in the 
church today. Some are burned out, hurt and depressed. Others 
have not seen a profession of faith or genuine conversion in years! 
Fear is rampant among pastors. Stress is taking its toll in ministry 
after ministry. Many pastors have shared secret sins and addic- 
tions that hold them for ransom. And their woeful tale of eroded 
self-esteem doesn’t even address the scene in the parsonage with 
hurt spouses and confused kids. 

I now wonder if the local church minister is the least prayed for 
person in a church today. This saying is true. If we are not prayed 
for, we are preyed on by a host of destructive forces. Therefore, I 
felt compelled to write this brief encouragement to pray for shep- 
herds. I address this to laypersons, for they are the key to prayer 
for the shepherd. If you are praying, I encourage you to continue. 
My goal is to help laypersons plant prayer hedges around their 
shepherds to protect and to bless them. 

There are many ways to support a pastor—I am simply ad- 
dressing the importance of praying for them. I am a pastor and am 
convinced that the greatest service people can offer me is to pray 
for me, because without the help of the Holy Spirit I’m in deep 
trouble. I’ve left much unsaid, yet I believe there is enough here to 
get you Started planting a prayer hedge around your pastor. 


Terry Teykl 
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The Armor of God 


Ephesians 6:10-20 (NIV) 


Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put 
on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand 
against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against 
flesh and blood, but against the rules, against the authori- 
ties, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. Therefore put 
on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil 
comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after 
you have done everything, to stand. Stand firm then, with 
the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breast- 
plate of righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted 
with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In 
addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which 
you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, 
which is the word of God. And pray in the Spirit on all 
occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this 
in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the 
saints. 

Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, words 
may be given me so that I will fearlessly make known the 
mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in 
chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, as I should. 


Chapter One 


Your Pastor: Preyed 
On or Prayed For? 


We areina 
spiritual 
battle, and 
the pastor 
not prayed 
for is preyed 
on by a whole 
host of 
destructive 
forces. 


In Exodus 17 Pastor Moses is having a hard time. The first scene 
is at Rephidim. Israel is short on water, and they blame the pastor! 
The people called together the B.T.E. (Back to Egypt) Committee 
and grumbled against Moses. Pastor Moses is frustrated and says 
to the Lord, “What am I to do with these people? They are almost 
ready to stone me!” (Exodus 17:4). The Lord comes to his rescue, 
water is provided, and the B.T.E. Committee adjourns. 

But his troubles are not over. Just as everyone settles down, 
the Amalekites attack. Pastor Moses orders Joshua to the battle, 
and he and Aaron and Hur go to the top of the hill to pray. Pastor 
Moses lifts his hands over the people, and we read, “As long as 
Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but when- 
ever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning” (Exodus 
17:11). The Bible tells how “When Moses’ hands grew tired” Aaron 
and Hur did a good thing. They took a stone and sat the pastor on 
it. Then Aaron got on one side and Hur on the other, and they help 
up Moses’ weary hands, “. .. so that his hands remained steady till 
sunset” (Exodus 17:12). The end result was a victory for the people 
of God: “So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword” 
(Exodus 17:13). What a beautiful scene of support for a tired, 
battle-worn pastor! 

Dear layperson, who is holding up your pastor’s hands? In this 
manual I ask you to lift your pastor’s hands by helping to build a 
prayer hedge around him or her. On one hand, the pastor needs 
prayer protection. The enemy is out to destroy the pastor and his 
or her family. We are in a spiritual battle, and the pastor not 
prayed for is preyed on by a whole host of destructive forces. Jesus 
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said, “The thief comes only to steal and destroy” (John 10:10). On 
the other hand, because the pastor’s work is spiritual, the pastor 
needs to be surrounded by a hedge of prayer for spiritual anoint- 
ing and blessing. The Holy Spirit honors prayer for the pastor by 
blessing his or her work, whether it is preaching or soul winning. 

A prayed for pastor is blessed and protected. God wants your 
pastor to be fruitful. He told his disciples, “. .. ask whatever you 
wish, and it will be given you. This is to my Father's glory, that you 
bear much fruit...” (John 15:7). In prayer, you can ask God to 
make your pastor fruitful. 


What individuals or groups in your church regularly pray for your 
pastor? 


Does your worship service provide an opportunity to pray for your 
pastor? 


If not, when might be a good time to add this to your Sunday 
morning worship schedule? 


The author says, “the pastor not prayed for is preyed on by a whole 
host of destructive forces.” Before reading further, brainstorm and 
compose a list of what some of those destructive forces might be: 
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Do you agree with the statement, “Sometimes the pastor is the 
least prayed for person in the local church?” Why or why not? 


Prayer 
support 
means more 
than just a 
few prayer 
phrases shot 
up once ina 
while on the 
pastor’s 
behalf. 


The following statement may surprise you: Sometimes the pas- 
tor is the least prayed for person in the local church. The pastor 
may live in a nice house and receive a good pay, yet often prayer 
support is neglected. Why is the pastor neglected in prayer? Some- 
times, with so many other prayer needs in the church, the pastor 
feels too embarrassed to ask for prayer. In addition, everyone sees 
the pastor as the one who prays for the needs of the world and 
fails to realize he or she also needs prayer. 

Prayer support means more than just a few prayer phrases 
shot up once in a while on the pastor’s behalf. By prayer support 
I mean a hedge of people recruited, planted, trained and aimed 
to consistently pray for the pastor's blessing and protection. 
As a layperson you are responsible for the prayer support of your 
pastor. If you do not lift up his or her hands, no one else will. 

We read, “When Moses’ hands grew tired” (Exodus 17:12). A 
pastor’s hands can get tired. The more your pastor threatens the 
enemy, the more he or she is preyed on. 

I believe at least seven areas need prayer in a pastor's life and 
ministry. They are the pastor’s private life, personal or family life, 
praise life, prayer life, professional life, preaching life and persever- 
ing life. The goal of this manual is to teach you to build a hedge 
around your pastor in each of these areas using Ephesians 6:10- 
20. The intent is to clothe your pastor in the full armor of God so 
that he or she is protected and blessed. As a layperson, you can 
recruit and motivate Aarons and Hurs to lift up your pastor's 
hands. The importance of this ministry of prayer support in all 
seven areas is illustrated by the following real-life examples taken 
from pastors across the country. I've changed names and places to 
protect their privacy. 


The Pastor’s Private Life 


Pastor Doug in Hobbs, New Mexico, is a good pastor. He is 
kind, compassionate and always has a listening ear. A 
caring, concerned shepherd, when people are hurting, he 
has difficulty saying no to their requests. He likes being 
needed and feels fulfilled when he helps someone. In fact, 
Pastor Doug makes himself very available to his flock all 
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Pastors get 
lonely 
because 
there are so 
few people 
they can 
really share 
with about 
their private 
life. 
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the time. Right now he is counseling Sally, a mother of two 
kids who was deserted by her husband. He is also helping 
Eddie, who is dying of cancer, and his wife Ruth. Pastor 
Doug stops by often to pray. He is also providing premarital 
counseling for two couples. Pastor Doug also heads a down- 
town shelter that feeds and houses street people. He is also 
the police chaplain and rides in the patrol car often. He is 
starting a 12-step program for a group of recovering addicts 
and also serves as district youth representative. Pastor Doug 
is a diligent pastor. He even has a mobile phone in his brief 
case! Sometimes he gets tired and resents having no time 
for himself. Sometimes he even gets real tired and wishes 
he had a non-ministry hobby. 


This could be your pastor. Loving, involved and everything to 
everybody. The problem for such a pastor is finding personal time. 
A pastor who is constantly available, always on call and possibly 
lives in the parsonage next to the church runs the risk of having 
no private life. The danger of this situation is that the pastor's 
personal identity is mixed up with being a minister. As a result, 
problems exist in the pastor’s private life. For example, it is no 
wonder that an Alban Institute survey revealed 17 percent of the 
ministers in the United States are burned out. That is one in five. 
Joe Aldrich shared with a group of pastors in Atlanta that 18 
percent of pastors are addicted to pornography. 

Pastors, believe it or not, get lonely because there are so few 
people they can really share with about their private life. G. Lloyd 
Rogers, in Ministry and Sexuality, states that 10 percent of clergy 
are guilty of sexual malfeasance. Another 15 percent are approach- 
ing the line of misconduct. A 1990 United Methodist study, Sexual 
Harassment in the United Methodist Church, indicated that of the 
nearly 600 individuals surveyed, 23 percent of the laywomen said 
they had been harassed, 17 percent by their own pastor and 9 
percent by another pastor. A 1984 report by the ecumenical Wash- 
ington Association of Churches concluded that “sexual abuse on 
the part of the pastor and pastoral counselors...is more wide- 
spread than commonly believed.” 

Now, | write this to you, the layperson, to ask this question: 
“Who is praying for your pastor's private life to be blessed and 
protected?” In this manual I am asking you with a sense of ur- 
gency to do what your pastor needs you to do more than anything 
else—pray for him or her. In Job 1:10 Satan observes, “Have you 
not put a hedge around [Job] and his household and everything he 
has?” A hedge is something that is planned, planted, nurtured, 
watered and kept in place. A prayer hedge is an ongoing perma- 
nent ministry to support the pastor's private life. Dear layperson, 
your pastor needs the prayer hedge around his or her private life! 
Providing this hedge can be personal or corporate, but the prayer 


Chapter One: Your Pastor 11 


support needs to be intentional, planned, recruited, trained, Bibli- 
cal in content, specific, sustained and raised up to bless and pro- 
tect this crucial area of the pastor's life. 

As stated earlier, the purpose of a prayer hedge is twofold. One 
is to pray that the pastor’s work be blessed. The other is to protect 
the pastor. I believe God called your pastor to be fruitful (John 
15:8). Your shepherd needs to be fulfilled and happy in his or her 
work. The pastor needs wisdom, anointing, rest, opportunities to 
share Christ, rich sermons, financial freedom, good family time, a 
keen sense of fulfillment and realistic time management. 

The pastor also needs vision and creativity. A prayer hedge 
helps the pastor bloom where he or she is planted. Jesus said, 
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and 
the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he 
who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened” 
(Matthew 7:7-8). Is a group of people in your church asking, seek- 
ing, knocking on the door on behalf of your pastor's private life? 
Jesus noted, “How much more will your Father in heaven give 
good gifts to those who ask him!” (Matthew 7:11). 

Is a prayer force in your church asking for “good gifts” for your 
pastor? The pastor not prayed for is assaulted by draining needs 
that can leave the pastor out of gas. A consistent prayer hedge can 
make all the difference in a pastor's private life. 


According to the author, what are the two reasons for having a 
“prayer hedge” around your pastor? 


ee 
Fa le Se he ah ie LE 


What other times, in addition to Sunday morning worship, might 


be a good time for your church to pray regularly for your pastor? 


The Pastor’s Family Life 


Pastor Frank is an associate pastor of a large downtown 
church in upstate New York. He and his wife Shirley have 
two small children, and this is Frank’s second church out of 
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The pastor 
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life is not 
good finds it 
hard to stand 
up on Sunday 
morning full 
of the joy of 
the Lord. 
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seminary. They live in the old two-story parsonage next to 
the church; the side door goes right into the church! 

This associate pastor is dynamic, gifted and energetic. 
He invites ministry to happen. People see him as available 
all the time. Because the senior pastor is gone a lot doing 
conference business, the day-to-day details of running the 
church fall on Frank. Plus, Shirley is expected to attend all 
the women's functions in the church. And of course when 
Shirley goes she has to secure a babysitter. 

Lack of money and time as a family are problems for 
Frank and Shirley. The senior pastor makes three times as 
much as Frank. Frank was promised a raise when he came, 
but it has not happened. There are days when Shirley does 
not have the money for a babysitter, and the women won- 
der why she did not come to the meeting. Shirley is too 
embarrassed to tell the women she and Frank are broke. 
Their lives as a family are enmeshed in the church. Shirley 
fights off the frustrations—no personal time, always being 
watched, constant knocks on the side door, no money to get 
away. She even told Frank, “Sometimes I wish I had not 
married a preacher!” Frank fights off his own feelings of 
being called a co-pastor and never getting “the raise.” He 
worries about his wife’s unhappiness and wonders if he 
should move to another church. 


Layperson, my question is: Who prays regularly for this pastor’s 
family? Are Frank and Shirley’s names brought up in the board 
meeting for prayer? Listen, if the pastor’s family is not prayed for, 
it will be preyed on! One of the ongoing problems in the church is 
divorce in the parsonage. The enemy knows that delivering a blow 
to one of the pastor's children will sow seeds of discouragement 
and undermine the pastor’s confidence. The pastor whose home 
life is not good finds it hard to stand up on Sunday morning full of 
the joy of the Lord. Most pastors do not minister very well when all 
hell is breaking loose in the parsonage! 

The purpose of a prayer hedge is to protect the pastor's family. 
Jesus prayed for his disciples when he sent them out as shep- 
herds, “Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name—the 
name you gave me... My prayer is not that you take them out of 
the world, but that you protect them from the evil one” (John 
17:11, 15). Paul asks for prayer on six different occasions in his 
epistles. If Jesus and Paul saw the dire need for prayer for the 
pastor, it is important that a hedge of prayer support be given to 
their families as well. As a layperson, you can pray and recruit 
people to pray for the parsonage family. A pastoral hedge of protec- 
tion will not grow on its own. You can find out what your parson- 
age family’s vision is and enlist people to pray. Is their prayer for 
quality family time? Do their finances receive prayer support? What 
other needs in their lives need prayer? 
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One of the tragedies of the Gulf War was the accidental shoot- 
ing of our own soldiers by our own guns. Death is a horrible 
consequence of either enemy fire or “friendly fire.” Pastors come 
under friendly fire when they are criticized and accused by their 
church members, and quite often their spouses are wounded in 
the fire. When things go wrong in the church, the pastor is blamed. 
Feeling hurt, he or she unloads on the spouse at home. 

“Friendly fire” is deadly to a pastor's well being. When accused 
or criticized, pastors may lose confidence and begin to retreat. One 
recent study showed that after 10 years of ministry, 70 percent of 
pastors have lost confidence. The boldness they need to proclaim 
the gospel is dulled by the fear of being shot by one of their own. It 
is hard to fight the world when caught in the crossfire of church 
politics or factions. 

Prayer hedges help create an atmosphere of appreciation and 
love for the pastor and his or her family. Later in this manual, I 
will describe how to pray the full armor of God over the pastor. 
Included is a card to put in your Bible to help you. A strong, tall, 
thick, well-trimmed hedge of prayer will safeguard your pastor 
against any fiery darts and creative ways the enemy might try to 
undermine his or her home. Preventative health is so important. It 
is a good practice to regularly pray for the pastor and parsonage 
family to protect them and keep them flourishing in the ministry. 


The Pastor’s Praise Life 


Could it be 
that the 
pastor 
worships less 
than anyone 
in the church 
service? 


On Friday Pastor Ray goes to a funeral home to meet the 
family of a friend and parishioner who has died. The man 
was 51 and a friend to Pastor Ray. The pastor stands by 
the casket to comfort the wife and her two sons. They pray 
and cry together. Feeling drained, Pastor Ray leaves the 
funeral home and drives to the church to perform a wed- 
ding. At 7 p.m. he stands in front of a couple who are 
hilariously happy about getting married. The pastor now 
feels an emotional high as he leads them in their vows, 
blesses the rings and pronounces them husband and wife. 
He then goes to his office to prepare the funeral message 
for Saturday as well as finish his message for Sunday. 


As a layperson, have you ever considered the emotional swings 
your pastor goes through—the grief, the joy, the disappointment, 
the hurt, the thrill of victory—sometimes all in one day? That is 
why worship and praise are so important for a pastor. Worship fills 
the pastor’s cup. Praise revives him or her emotionally. The pastor 
thrives on good worship! But the question is—when does your 
pastor worship God? The pastor is the leader of worship! In a 
typical worship service, Pastor Ray has his sermon, the shortage of 
workers in the nursery, the thermostat, the visitors, the announce- 
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needs the 
Holy Spirit to 
present Jesus 
in power and 
authority. 
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ments, the special recognitions to be made and more on his mind. 
Could it be that the pastor worships less than anyone in the 
church service? Therefore, his or her spiritual and emotional cup 
may not be filled. The pastor’s hands may grow tired and fall to his 
or her side. Depression and burnout can often be caused by a lack 
of good, intimate, exalted corporate or private worship by the pastor. 

Have you ever considered praying for the praise life of your 
pastor? Jude writes, “But you, beloved, build yourselves up on 
your most holy faith—make progress, rise like an edifice higher 
and higher—praying in the Holy Spirit” (Jude 20 AMP). When we 
pray in the Holy Spirit, we are built up in the Holy Spirit. As you 
pray for your pastor, the Holy Spirit will help him or her in every 
way. The Holy Spirit will bless your pastor spiritually and emotion- 
ally in the presence of God. All ministry is rooted in the Holy Spirit. 
He is our Source and anointing to present Jesus to the world. And 
a sustained, strong prayer hedge will keep your pastor refreshed in 
the Spirit. When you pray for the pastor, the Spirit enables the 
pastor. 

When Jesus prayed, the Spirit came on him. We read, “. .. as 
he was praying, heaven opened and the Holy Spirit descended on 
him in bodily form like a dove” (Luke 3:21). The same was true in 
Luke 5:16, 17b and Luke 6:12,19. In Acts 1:14 we read that the 
early believers were praying continually. In Acts 2, the Holy Spirit 
came upon them. We receive the Holy Spirit when we pray, and 
more especially the Spirit receives us when we pray. As you know, 
your pastor is a professional, but what the pastor does is spiritual: 
evangelizing the lost, teaching about God, praying for the sick and 
counseling the wounded. Therefore, the pastor needs the Holy Spirit 
to present Jesus in power and authority. The primary source of 
anointing is brought by the prayer force behind the pastor. Prayer 
hedges that are intentional and specific help keep the Pastor through 
all the experiences of ministry and allow him or her to minister in 
the Holy Spirit. As a layperson you are the key to lifting the pastor's 
hands in prayer to keep his or her worship strong and intact. 


The Pastor’s Prayer Life 


Pastor Cathy is a devoted pastor who rises early to pray. 
She spends two hours each morning in prayer. She also 
preaches on prayer and calls her church to pray for the lost. 
She is always looking for ways to bring her people to pray 
Jor their city to be taken for God. One day a week, she fasts 
for her seminar preparation. She desires to hear from God. 
Her church is growing. Five to ten new families visit every 
week. The church only seats 200, and it is packed. They 
are going to two services. As the church is growing, hurting 
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people are being attracted, requiring more counseling by 
Pastor Cathy. 

Now the problem is that she has less time to pray, 
jeopardizing the one discipline that helped get her where 
she is! Pastor Cathy is doing more and more and staying 
up late to return phone calls. She is finding it harder to get 
up in the morning. In a growing church, everybody wants 
something. People want her time and advice. Pastor Cathy’s 
hands are not as high as they used to be. In addition, she 
is plagued by the tyranny of the unfinished, because every 
day more and more is left undone! 


Could this be your pastor? “Busy-ness” will steal away the 
average pastor's prayer life. Most pastors desire stronger prayer 
lives, yet the average time spent in prayer among evangelical pas- 
tors (according to a national poll) is only seven minutes a day. The 
desire to pray is preyed on by church administration, budget mat- 
ters, visitation, public relations, church maintenance, endless com- 
mittee meetings and various areas of practical service like giving 
Brother Jones a ride to church. Plus, pastors, like others, are 
subject to laziness, impatience, rebelliousness and unconfessed 
sin. Sometimes the telephone is the worst enemy of a strong, con- 
sistent prayer life. 

Sometimes Yet, this is no new problem. The early church also was plagued 
the telephone by “busy-ness.” In the first five chapters of Acts it is estimated that 
is the worst there were 20,000 conversions. In Acts 6, they elected deacons to 
enemy Of wait on tables, so the apostles could devote themselves to prayer 
astrong, and the ministry of the word (Acts 6:4). 

consistent As a layperson, could you stand in the gap for your pastor's 
prayer life. -ayer life! One of the purposes of a prayer hedge is to guard your 
pastor’s life and prayer time. Satan was angry in Job 1:10 because 
he could not get to Job. A prayer hedge stands against the enemies 
of your pastor. As believers, we have power and authority in Jesus’ 
name to stand against the enemy’s assignments that rob us of 
precious prayer time. As a lay leader, you are the key to praying 
for and protecting your pastor’s quiet time. Do your deacons en- 
courage him or her to take time away to pray? Does your Board 
insist that your pastor take a week every year to go on a retreat to 
seek God? Perhaps you could instigate some of these thoughts. A 

prayer hedge promotes prayer as a priority in your pastor's life. 


The Pastor’s Professional Life 


Pastor Don is invited to lunch by five leading laymen. The 
conversation goes like this: “Pastor Don, we are concerned 
about our church. It is not growing. The Baptist church is 
receiving new members, and we are not winning people. 
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We believe part of the problem is a lack of leadership. We 
know you have a vision, and you are trying new things, but 
quite frankly, they are not working. Now we love you, and 
we want the best for you. We told you that when we hired 
you.” 

As Pastor Don drives home, he is frustrated. He won- 
ders, “What should I do? Should I go or stay? Should I try 
to press on against their wills or should I move? My son is a 
senior and wants to graduate here. My wife loves her job 
and hates to move. Lord, what am I to do?” 


As a layperson, you know that when things are not going well 
in the church, the pastor gets accused. Further, when he or she 
tries new things, there is sometimes resistance from the old timers. 
Pastors also get saturated with ideas from successful pastors, cre- 
ating information overloads. Quite often, your pastor’s professional 
life can come under attack from all sides—intimidating power groups 
in the church and political forces and competition in the denomi- 
nation. Preachers’ meetings can be depressing when the numbers 
game or Salary ladder is the chief source of conversation. 

It is amazing what a small group of four or five dissatisfied lay 
people can do to a pastor’s professional confidence. A pastor in 
Muncie, Indiana, told me of a lady who would get up and leave as 
the pastor began to preach because she resisted change. A man in 
Pickerington, Ohio, would ask newcomers to leave and go back 
where they came from. In one of my churches a lady would sit on 
the front pew and put her fingers in her ears when I preached! 

You must not take your pastor for granted. Taking a pastor for 
granted is a sin! The reason a few opposers can work harm on a 
pastor is because the 95 percent who like and support the pastor 
are not mobilized to pray for him or her. One of the ways to show 
your support of the pastor is to pray and create an atmosphere of 
prayer in his or her favor. You are a key to undergirding the 
pastor’s professional life by helping people to pray the scriptures 
over the pastor. The enemy works through lies and accusations to 
undermine a pastor. The praying believers work through truth and 
praise to guard the pastor's vision and authority. 

The power of a prayer hedge is to pray the word of God. Reginald 
Klimionok calls praying the scripture “truth praying.” He explains, 
“Truth praying is a system of praying which encourages each Chris- 
tian to pray out the great truths of God.” The essence of this “truth 
praying” is not to pray the problem or need, but to lift before God 
what he has promised in his word. To build a prayer hedge around 
your pastor, prayerfully apply God's word to the pastor, his or her 
family and vision. Chapter Four shows how to apply Ephesians 
6:10-20 to your pastor. In prayer we can simply take the full armor 
of God and place it on his or her life and ministry. 

Truth praying is helpful because it builds faith when we ponder 
and pray what God says (Romans 10:17). Plus, it is effective because 
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the Word is God’s will and we know that if we pray in his will he 
hears us (1 John 5:13-14). This manner of intercession gives us a 
prayer vocabulary that is rich and unending. The psalmist de- 
clares, “The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on 
him in truth” (Psalm 145:18). Jesus said it this way: “If you remain 

in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish and it 
will be given you” (John 15:7). 

As you plant and nurture a protective hedge around your pas- 
tor, water it with the Word. Place in the hands of Aaron and Hur 
the Word to claim in behalf of your pastor. One couple in my 
church frequently prays Isaiah 54:17 over me in this manner: 
“Lord, we pray that no weapon formed against our pastor will 
prevail. And you Lord will refute every tongue that accuses him. 
This is our pastor's heritage as a servant of the Lord. Amen.” 

The power and vocabulary of a prayer hedge is the Word of 
God. Can you imagine the power of a number of people praying 
this way for the pastor? For example, challenge them to insert the 
pastor's name in Psalm 23 and together often pray, 


The Lord is my pastor’s shepherd. He will not lack any 
good thing. You, Lord, give him rest. Restore his energy. 
Guide him, Lord, in paths of righteousness for your name’s 
sake. Let no fear come near the parsonage. Comfort the 
pastor. Anoint him. Let his cup of joy overflow! And Lord, 
we are in agreement that goodness and mercy will follow 
our pastor everywhere he goes. And let the pastor richly 
dwell in your presence. Amen. 


Such bold, truthful, faithful praying will have your pastor a victor 
and not a victim of the accuser. 


Rewrite a scripture passage below as you might alter it for use as a 
prayer for your pastor. (Hint: To get ideas, scan your personal study 
Bible for verses you have highlighted or underlined. If a passage has 
helped you, it probably will bless your pastor as well.) 
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The Pastor’s Preaching Life 


People in our 
culture live 
by schedules. 
They want 

to pray for 
their pastor’s 
preaching, 
but they 
need to 
know when. 


Pastor Chris loves to preach. He considers this his highest 
calling as a pastor. He believes in the power of the spoken 
word to convict, convince and bring people to salvation. He 
also is deeply convinced the Word of God inspires, rebukes, 
heals and conforms the church to the image of God in Jesus 
Christ. He asks God for messages that speak to his church's 
heart, vision and mission. He also tries to interpret the times 
to his people when in the pulpit. Therefore, he wants to be 
read up, spend ample time praying, and have a good feel of 
where his flock is. He is a shepherd and preacher. 

His church has more than 3,000 members. He has a 
staff of 16 full-time employees. He preaches four times a 
week in a downtown church, twice on Sunday morning, 
once on Sunday night and once on Wednesday night. His 
sermons are good and practical and people drive from the 
outskirts to hear him preach. He knows this and wants to 
preach powerful and faithful messages each time. He is 
hard-pressed, though, for study time. He counsels the hurt- 
ing. He administers the church, and holds his staff on course. 
He still has three children at home who need his attention. 

His problem is one of preparation. When can he find 
time to study and immerse himself in prayer? Churches in 
his denomination are continually asking him to come and 
conduct preaching missions. The board of deacons have 
voted to build a new church in the growth area of town. 
Now there will be even more meetings. Pastor Chris is in his 
thirteenth year and continually wants to preach new and 
fresh sermons. He is feeling the pressure to come up with 
new material. This preaching pastor feels his hands grow- 
ing tired. 


Layperson, who prays for the pastor's preaching in your church? 
A pastor not prayed for is preyed on by myriad distractions. His or 
her sermons are only as good as the prayer force behind them. A 
prayer hedge protects and blesses preaching. Is there scheduled 
prayer for the preaching event? Unless prayer is planned, recruited, 
trained, aimed and scheduled it is unlikely to happen. 

People in our culture live by schedules, They want to pray for 
their pastor's preaching, but they need to know when. As a layper- 
son, you can promote prayer for the sermon. Pray for a rich study 
time and a bold, fresh revelation of Jesus. Arrange for people to 
come early on Sunday to pray for the pastor's message. Ask your 
pastor for the text, theme and desired results. Seek the Holy Spirit 
to anoint the Word as it is proclaimed. Pray for the hearers to 
receive the truth. 

Could you challenge each Sunday school class to claim souls to 
be saved and lives to be changed as a result of the pastor's preach- 
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ing? Could you establish a prayer center where people could come 
and pray for the worship services and the preaching? Sign up 
people to come one hour a week to intercede for the pastor's lead- 
ership in preaching and teaching. Later in Chapter Three, I will 
share some more practical ideas on how to pray for the pastor's 
proclamation. As a layperson, lift up your pastor’s hands so he or 
she can preach with authority and power. 


The Pastor’s Persevering Life 


I am 
convinced 
the number 
one dart the 
enemy shoots 
at pastors is 
fear. 


Pastor Paul is tired. He has been in the ministry 30 years. 
He loves pastoring, but he is now 50 and dreams of retiring 
or doing something else. He thinks he has chronic fatigue 
syndrome. He feels deeply tired. He is afraid he will not 
finish. When he goes home, he just falls on the couch and 
watches television. He cannot seem to recover. 

It seems that over the years his confidence has dimin- 
ished. He just wants to keep people in the church happy. 
When he gets a letter, he is afraid it is a critical letter, and 
he just cannot stand another church “controversy.” He bears 
some old wounds from past skirmishes and friendly fire. 
Pastor Paul dreams of doing something else, but his church 
pension plan means everything to him. He just wants to get 
by. He is also afraid to say anything because the church 
may want a younger man. He feels lonely and paranoid. 


As a layperson, do you pray for your pastor’s perseverance to 
finish the race and complete the course? A pastor not prayed for is 
preyed on by burnout, depression and cynicism, plus other fiery 
darts detrimental to his or her health. Pastors need to feel refired, 
not retired. Pastors need a hedge of people praying for them to 
have a bold vision and a deep sense of peace. 

Having ministered to hundreds of pastors, as well as my own 
pastorate of almost 25 years, I am convinced the number one dart 
the enemy shoots at pastors is fear. Some pastors fear failure 
because they don’t know what they would do outside of pastoring. 
One pastor in Ohio said he was afraid to be bold because he did 
not want the devil to attack his kids. Many pastors are afraid of 
people leaving their church and putting it in financial jeopardy. 
And sheep have been known to use this threat to keep the pastor 
from trying anything new. 

Fear will keep a pastor from being bold in the Holy Spirit. 
Pastors are anxious about what their peers or district superinten- 
dent might say or think if they wandered from the traditions of the 
church. Some leaders fear what might happen if they took stands 
against abortion or social drinking. Proverbs 29:25 is right: “Fear 
of man will prove to be a snare.” 


20 


Someone 
said that 
modern 
pastorates 
look like the 
road from 
Kuwait City 
to Baghdad 
after the 
Gulf War. 
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In addition, sometimes pastors are hurt, addicted to secret sins 
or just burned out. They are afraid to tell anyone their problems 
lest people see them as incompetent to lead the church. Prolonged 
fear in a pastor will undermine his or her confidence. Fear will 
make a pastor sick. Fear will put out the fire and cause him or her 
to act like a congregation’s puppet instead of a bold preacher of 
the gospel. 

If the enemy is shooting darts of worry, fear or insecurity at 
your pastor right now, would a host of faithful shields deflect them 
before they got to the pastor? Prayer hedges must be loaded with 
authority and kingdom presence to withstand these vicious at- 
tacks on the pastor’s mind. 

As you recruit, train and equip your people to pray, arm them 
with the mighty name of Jesus. Fear wilts at the name of Jesus. All 
authority in heaven and earth has been given to us in Jesus’ name 
(Matthew 10:1, Mark 16:17, Luke 10:17-21). His name is above 
every name (Philippians 2:9). At that name, every fear shall bow. 
Jesus’ name is superior (Hebrews 1:4). The name of Jesus is to be 
glorified in your pastor (2 Thessalonians 1:12). Arm well your prayer 
hedge to speak that name over your pastor against all assignments 
to destroy the pastor. And do not wait until there is a problem. Do 
it regularly. Sing, speak, declare, recite in faith this name in behalf 
of your pastor. Further, pray for God the Father to heal the pastor 
of any hurt, disappointment or wounds from past battles. In Jesus’ 
name claim peace and prosperity for the spouse or children. There 
is recovery for those who need it in Jesus’ name as it is prayed 
regularly and faithfully. Surround them in care and compassion. 

Plant a hedge to pray for the pastor’s perseverance. In Jesus’ 
name stand against the enemy of his ministry. In Jesus’ name 
praise God for your pastor’s calling, gifts and ministry. Encourage 
an atmosphere of prayerful affirmation. Spend time on the hedge, 
water it, prune dead branches so new ones can come and pray. 
Exodus 17:12b says, “Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on 
one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till 
sunset.” How beautiful! Pray for your pastor until the victory comes. 
Hold his or her hands “steady till sunset.” 

Someone said that modern pastorates look like the road from 
Kuwait City to Baghdad after the Persian Gulf War. Today there 
are ministries that are burned out and abandoned. There are pas- 
tors who feel used and blown up never to preach with fire and 
boldness again. Some are thrown on the refuse pile of moral fail- 
ures; unable to move, they are bogged down in guilt and shame. 
Some just feel lost with no direction and a deep sense of fear. 
Others feel shattered by a loss of identity and have no confidence 
left to move in any direction. The sight is pitiful to see. Men and 
women who once preached with passion now surrender to the foe 
and herd together in a compound of apathy and conformity. 
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Why this defeat and spiritual death? Could it be that we took 
them for granted and shot at them instead of prayed for them? If 
this is the case, could we repent of our lack of prayerfulness 
toward our shepherds and bear the fruit of repentance in a new 
zeal to pray for our pastors? 

At one point, I wondered if I should write this manual. The Lord 
answered my question the following week. On Saturday a pastor in 
Houston was threatened with death if he did not baptize a baby of 
a non-married couple. The threat came from a Sunday school 
teacher. On Sunday a pastor called from Maine confessing adul- 
tery. On Monday a pastor in Oklahoma told me he has AIDS. On 
Tuesday a pastor called from Indiana and told me his wife is a 
lesbian. On Wednesday a friend told me about his hurt when a 
church painfully rejected his son’s ministry. Thursday, Joe called 
to tell me his church was splitting, and he did not want to go 
through another split. By Friday, I was depressed! Pastors today 
are under attack. Have we forgotten to pray? 


In the Pastor’s Honor 


To accuse 
and belittle 
the pastor 
without 
praying for 
him or her 
dishonors 
God. 


Numbers 16 contains an interesting scene. Korah, Dathan and 
Abiram “came as a group to oppose Moses and Aaron” (Numbers 

16:3). Moses responded to their opposition by saying, “It is against 
the Lord that you and all your followers have banded together” 
(Numbers 16:11). The end result was that the earth opened up and 
swallowed 250 of those who opposed Pastor Moses! 

The Lord seemed to take it personally when they spoke against 
the leader. Why? I believe the office of pastor is in a sense repre- 
sentative of God in the local church. The way we treat our pastors 
reveals some of our respect for God. To accuse and belittle the 
pastor without praying for him or her dishonors God. The Lord is 
offended when his shepherds are offended. And then the ground 
opens up to swallow the church’s blessings, effectiveness and au- 
thority in the community. When a church fails to honor the office 
of pastor—no matter who the pastor is—the church dishonors 
God. In other words, if we cannot honor the pastor whom we can 
see, how can we honor God whom we cannot see? 

I believe a prayer hedge around the pastor honors the pastor, 
because the highest honor you can give someone is to pray for 
them. And where honor is given God will bestow victory and bless- 
ing. 

ve the Roman Catholic church, during every mass the Pope and 
the Bishop are prayed for by name. Imagine how many times the 
Pope gets prayed for in one week! This is a church that honors its 
leaders! 
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Later chapters will give you detailed, concrete suggestions for orga- 
nizing prayer for your pastor. But even though you have just be- 
gun this study, think of a time you could begin praying regularly 
for your pastor starting today. Write below one time, whether daily 
or weekly, when you will commit to pray for your pastor. This can 
be a specific time (such as 8:30 every Tuesday morning) or a 


general time (when I finish the evening dishes before sitting down 
to watch TV). During this time, pray the scripture-based prayer 
you composed earlier in this lesson. 


I will pray for my pastor 


Chapter Two 


Sheep Can Bite 


Most printings of New Testament scenes involving sheep are rather 
idyllic. You have a shepherd overlooking some white, fluffy, sweet 
sheep. Or you have the shepherd balancing a little lamb on his 
shoulders while the other sheep look up with a kind, “isn’t that 
nice” look in their eyes. However, Dr. Mark Rutland reminds us 
that sheep can bite. In fact, they can knock you down, stomp on 
you and drag you into the bushes for dead. 

If you have ever pastored, you know this to be true. Just move 
their table, bring a guitar into the sanctuary or change the order of 
the service, and they come at you with teeth bared and fire in their 
eyes! Go to any denominational preachers’ meeting and listen to 
the pastors, and they will show the scars and teeth marks left by 
irate sheep. Sheep can bite. 


The Perils of Pastoring 


The New Testament is certainly clear about the perils of pastoring. 
It is important that we study the New Testament for qualifications 
and models for church leadership. For example, who can be an 
elder? What are required standards of personal maturity and holi- 
ness? (1 Timothy 3:1-10). Who is a deacon? What are their qualifi- 
cations? How are they appointed? What are their duties in overseeing 
the local church? These are important questions worthy of consid- 
eration. Yet it is amazing how we neglect the perils of being a New 
Testament pastor in a local church. 

The Book of Acts abounds with examples of church leadership 
both blessed and, under the pressure of a growing ministry, 
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attacked. Paul states, “I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit 
warns me that prison and hardships are facing me” (Acts 20:23). 
In 2 Corinthians 6:4 he adds, 


Rather, as servants of God we commend ourselves in ev- 
ery way: in great endurance; in troubles, hardships and 
distresses; in beatings, imprisonments and riots; in hard 
work, sleepless nights and hunger; in purity, understand- 
ing, patience and kindness; in the Holy Spirit and in sin- 
cere love; in truthful speech and in the power of God; with 
weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the 
left; through glory and dishonor, bad report and good re- 
port; genuine, yet regarded as imposters; known, yet re- 
garded as unknown; dying, and yet we live on; beaten and 
yet not killed, sorrowful, yet always rejoicing, poor, yet 
making many rich; having nothing and yet possessing ev- 
erything (2 Corinthians. 6:4-10). 


Here Paul parallels the blessings with the hardships, the qualifica- 
tions with the pressures of shepherding. It is no easy road to bea 
pastor at any time in any place. Any view of leadership that ne- 
glects the consequence of being a pastor is a truncated model. If 
there were no perils, pressure and persecutions, prayer would not 
be needed. The Bible teaches and even guarantees blessings, pres- 
sures and problems in pastoring. Therefore, a prayer hedge around 
the pastor is essential. 


Some people believe that anyone—and especially a pastor—who is 
truly a Christian will radiate so much love and joy that everyone 
will like that person and be attracted to the message of the gospel. 
Do you think this is true? Why or why not? 


Why do you think God allows the pastor’s sheep to bite? 


Chapter Two: Sheep Can Bite 25 


A Clash of Kingdoms 


The gospel 
promotes a 
clash of 
Kingdoms... 
And quite 
often the 
local pastor 
gets caught. 


One reason the New Testament mandates prayer for the pastor is 
because the gospel is confrontational. The gospel of Jesus continu- 
ally calls people to new life, new convictions, new power, a new 
fruitfulness, a new set of values, a new way of looking at people 
and a new freedom. Jesus said “I am making everything new!” 
(Revelation 21:5). Jesus gave a new commandment (John 13:34) 
and a new covenant (Luke 22:20). He makes each believer a new 
creation (2 Corinthians 5:17) and gives us a new and living way 
(Hebrews 10:20). The gospel confronts sin and beckons repentance 
and holiness. In fact the gospel is always the new movement to 
God. 

Pastors are the heralds of this new move. Jesus calls us to 
leave the old and cling to the new. The gospel is planted in us to 
bear new fruit. Paul writes, “All over the world this gospel is pro- 
ducing fruit and growing, just as it has been doing among you 
since the day you heard it and understood God's grace in all its 
truth” (Corinthians 1:6). Peter adds, 


For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, 
they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive 
in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But if anyone 
does not have them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has 
forgotten that he has been cleansed from past sins (2 
Peter 1:8-9). 


As John Ogilvie reminds us, “There is nothing same, lame or tame 
about the gospel.” 

In Out of the Comfort Zone, Dudley Hall reminds us that the 
people of the old move of God can fight or resist the people of the 
new move of God. History bears witness to this principal again and 
again. The gospel promotes a clash of kingdoms. The new reign 
and rule of Jesus Christ clashes with the old reign of sin and 
religion. The gospel of light also clashes with the kingdom of dark- 
ness (Col. 1:13-14). And quite often the local pastor gets caught in 
the clash and is crushed between the New Move and the Old Move. 


Blessed and Battered 


The New Testament yields an understanding that pastors are blessed 
and battered. Hands are “laid on” to ordain, and they are “laid on” 

to kill. Paul writes, “But I will stay on at Ephesus until Pentecost, 
because a great door for effective work has opened to me, [the new 
move of God] and there are many who oppose me” (1 Corinthians 
16:8-9). Therefore, he admonishes, “Be on your guard; stand firm 
in the faith; be men of courage; be strong” (2 Corinthians 16:19). 
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Acts is also useful for understanding the perils of pastoring and 
the pressures of bearing new fruit in the kingdom of God. 


Changed Lives and Death Threats 


However, for 
as Many as 
do repent, 
there are 
those who 
fight this 
new truth 
about Jesus 
and the need 
to repent. 


It is estimated that in the first five chapters of Acts more than 
20,000 people came to the Lord. Can you imagine a pastor just 
trying to get these names written on the official roll? Just think 
about ordering children’s literature for all these new families. In 
almost every chapter, lives are changed by Jesus Christ. People fall 
under conviction, repent and are baptized (Acts 2:37-41). The pas- 
tors are blessed and the church expands. 

However, for as many as do repent, there are those who fight 
this new truth about Jesus and the need to repent. For example, 
in Acts 9 Paul is radically changed on the road to Damascus. He 
receives a new life in Christ! And he began immediately to testify to 
Jesus (Acts 9:20). He grew more and more powerful in bearing 
witness. And then we read, “After many days had gone by, the 
Jews conspired to kill him” (Acts 9:23). This new Pastor Paul was 
in deep trouble. The old order did not buy his new message and 
new life. They planned to kill this pastor (Acts 9:24). But Paul 
became a “basket case” and escaped through a hole in the city wall 
(Acts 9:25). 

In Acts 16:16-18 a young slave girl was delivered from a spirit 
by which she predicted the future. Her life was changed. Her own- 
ers saw they could no longer make money using her because 
Jesus had changed her. Therefore, they seized the pastors and 
dragged them into the market place where they were stripped, 
beaten severely and cast into prison (Acts 16:22-23). Acts contains 
at least six instances where pastors are put in prison for preaching 
(Acts 5:18, 6:12, 8:3, 12:5, 16:23, 24:27). A changed life is an 
indictment of an unchanged life, and pastors are often blamed for 
the change! Such are the blessings and consequences of preaching 
a wonderful, life-changing Savior. 


The Tensions of New Convictions 


The Acts of the Apostles also reveals the tensions caused by the 
new and bold convictions of Jesus Christ. Jesus calls us to believe 
in a new way. For example, in Christ, we believe new things about 
ourselves, God and others. Sometimes cherished doctrines are con- 
fronted and called to change. The Prince of all principles beckons 
us to a new conviction. And the end result can be conflict for those 
healed of these convictions. 

Acts 4:4 says, “But many who heard the message believed, and 
the number of men grew to about five thousand.” We also read the 
Jews “were greatly disturbed” (Acts 4:2) and “seized Peter and 
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John” (Acts 9:3) and later threatened to cease teaching this new 
doctrine (Acts 4:18). 

The same was true in Acts 6 and 7. Stephen preached a new 
conviction which called for receiving Jesus Christ as the Messiah. 
The religious authorities seized Pastor Stephen and brought him 
before the Sanhedrin. When they heard this pastor's convictions, 
“they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him” and “they all 
rushed at him, dragged him out of the city and began to stone 
him” (Acts 7:54, 57). Preachers can get in trouble because of their 
convictions! 

Later in Acts we read another example of the clash between the 
old and new. Acts 13:48 says, “When the Gentiles heard this, they 
were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were 
appointed for eternal life believed.” Pastor Paul preached a new 
belief that the Gentiles could be saved and many believed: “The 
word of the Lord spread through the whole region” (Acts 13:49). 
But some refused to change their convictions. “The Jews incited 
the God-fearing women of high standing and the leading men of 
the city. They stirred up persecution against [Pastor] Paul and 
[Pastor] Barnabas” and had them moved to another church! (Acts 
13:50). New Testament pastors can get into trouble for what they 
believe about Jesus. 


Revival and Riots 


Pastors can 
get into 
trouble by 
being “too 
spiritual.” 


A third source of opposition to pastors in the Book of Acts is the 
new power released in believers through the Holy Spirit. Pastors 
can get into trouble by being “too spiritual.” The pastors in Acts 
proclaimed the powerful name of Jesus. Subsequently, signs and 
wonders followed their preaching. With this new power they 
preached the word and healed the sick. Paul and Barnabas spoke 
“boldly for the Lord, who confirmed the message of his grace by 
enabling them to do miraculous signs and wonders” (Acts 14:3). 
The end result was, “The Jews who refused to believe stirred up 
the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the brothers [pas- 
tors]” and “people of the city were divided” and there “was a plot 
afoot... to mistreat them and stone them” (Acts 14:2, 4-5). 

The same was true in Lystra. A man was healed (Acts 14:10) 
and “Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the crowd 
over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, thinking 
he was dead” (Acts 14:19). Your pastor can get into trouble for 
praying for the sick in Jesus’ name. And they especially get in 
trouble when sick people are healed. 

A dead church is indicted by an alive church. The supernatural 
can upset a church whose norm is the natural. It is appropriate 
that the King James Version of the Bible calls the Holy Spirit the 
“Holy Ghost” for he tends to haunt a church that is doing things in 
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their own strength! Pastors in the “safe zone” rarely get into trouble. 
The name of Jesus causes a stir one way or the other. So much so 
that in Acts 4:18 the rulers, elders and teachers called the pastors 
in and “commanded them not to speak or teach at all in the name 
of Jesus.” 


Jealous of the Fruit 


Where Jesus 
is preached, 
two things 
happen: 
revival and 
riots. 


Another source of conflict for pastors described in Acts is jealousy 
over the fruit of their calling people to Jesus. Jesus said, “This is to 
my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to 
be my disciples” (John 15:8). The blessings caused by the gospel 
made the Jews jealous. In Acts 5:16 we read, “Crowds gathered 
also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and 
those tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed.” Acts 
5:17-18 describes the consequence of this popularity: “Then the 
high priest and all his associates [pastors] . . . were filled with jeal- 
ousy. They arrested the apostles [pastors] and put them in the 
public jail.” Again in Acts 13:44-45 we read, “On the next Sabbath 
almost the whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord. When 
the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy and talked 
abusively against what Paul was saying.” When the Jews saw the 
results caused by the gospel, they were indignant. The fruit of the 
gospel indicted their own lack of results. They were furious. 

Pastors can get in trouble when the church grows and becomes 
a dynamic influence in the community. Later we read that in 
Thessalonia, “Some of the Jews were persuaded and joined Paul 
and Silas, as did a large number of God-fearing Greeks and not a 
few prominent women” (Acts 17:4) The gospel of Jesus Christ 
produces results. And as before, “The Jews were jealous; so they 
rounded up some bad characters from the marketplace, and formed 
a mob and started a riot in the city” (Acts 17:5). 

The gospel is confrontational. Where Jesus is preached, two 
things happen: revival and riots. In Acts 17:12 we read, “Many of 
the Jews believed, as did also a number of prominent Greek women 
and many Greek men.” As before, “When the Jews in Thessalonica 
learned Paul was preaching the word of God at Berea, they went 
there too, agitating the crowds and stirring them up” (Acts 17:13). 
Pastor Paul had to move again. In Acts 18:8 Crispus, the syna- 
gogue ruler, believed along with many Corinthians. The Jews then 
made a united attack on Paul (Acts 18:12). 

Jesus said, “This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much 
fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples” (John 15:8). A grow- 
ing, dynamic church will bear fruit and cause jealous opposition to 
arise. The New Testament bears witness to this fact. And often the 
attack will be aimed at the leader—the pastor! 
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Let’s Accuse A Pastor 


Perhaps one 
of the most 
literal 
weapons 
against a 
pastor is 
accusations, 
because the 
world thrives 
on rumors 
and half- 
truths. 


The Gospel also calls men and women to new and bold affirmation. 
In Christ, people are now commended before God based on the 
righteousness of Jesus. In Christ, we are affirmed as being set free 
from the Law. We are under grace. In Christ, people are declared 
forgiven, redeemed and healed. The past is gone, the new has 
come. “If any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has 
gone, the new has come!” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 

But, this is not good news for law-lovers. In Acts, the new is 
opposed by the old and the thrust of the attack is accusation. The 
pastors were constantly being accused. Stephen was accused of 
“speaking against” their holy place and the Law (Acts 6:13), and 
this accusation was brought by false witnesses. In Acts 16:20 
Christians were accused of starting a riot by the very people who 
did start the riot. In Acts 10:23-27, the pastors were accused of 
undermining the temple of the goddess Artemis (and the lucrative 
trade in man-made idols). We read “About that time there arose a 
great disturbance about the Way” (Acts 19:23). In Chapter 21 
Pastor Paul is accused of defiling the holy place and he is arrested. 
Acts 25:7 reveals the force and energy of enemy accusations against 
Paul: “When Paul appeared, the Jews who had come down from 
Jerusalem stood around him bringing many serious charges against 
him, which they could not prove.” 

It is little wonder that Satan is called the accuser of the broth- 
ers (Revelation 12:10). The gospel affirms and commends us in 
truth. The Lie accuses and pulls down the pastor. Perhaps one of 
the most literal weapons against a pastor besides fear is accusa- 
tions, because the world thrives on rumors and half-truths. Pas- 
tors in the New Testament came under attack from a spirit of 
accusation. In addition to the attacks listed above, the New Testa- 
ment pastors faced other difficulties. Paul was shipwrecked, snake- 
bit, went without food and suffered an assortment of attacks on 
his life and ministry (Acts 27,28; 2 Corinthians 4:8-10). James, the 
brother of John, was killed by Herod (Acts 12:2). John was exiled 
on the Island of Patmos. Clearly it was not easy being a New 
Testament pastor. 

The gospel has not changed. “Jesus Christ is the same yester- 
day and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). If a pastor today 
preaches Jesus in all his fullness, majesty and truth, the results 
will be the same. Lives will be changed. New convictions will re- 
place old dead beliefs. Jesus will baptize people in new power and 
authority. New fruit will burst forth in churches. The kingdom is 
blessed for preaching Jesus. However, there will be opposition to a 
pastor who preaches Jesus as the only way, the best way and the 
way to God. The perils of New Testament leadership are as real as 
the blessings. 
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Have you seen or heard of examples of cruel behavior toward pas- 
tors similar to those the author describes in this chapter? If so, list 
below the most outrageous example of a sheep biting its shepherd 
you can remember. (Do not list names of individuals involved. This 
exercise is not meant to encourage feelings of hurt but to explore 
some of the many ways pastors can be attacked.) 

The worst act against a pastor that I know about: 


Now think of ways a prayer hedge around that pastor could have 
helped in the situation you just described. List as many ways as 
you can think of below. 


If you are completing this workbook as a class, share the situations 
you described above (Do not mention names—no gossip allowed!), and 
tell how that assault on a pastor ended. Take a few minutes to pray as 
a group for any struggles that are still happening. 


New Testament Prayer and Pastors 


Therefore, it is little wonder that on the eve of his departure Jesus 
prayed for his pastors. In John 17:9 he said, “I pray for them. Holy 
Father, protect them by the power of your name—the name you 
gave me—so that they may be one... My prayer is not that you 
take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil 
one” (John 17:9, 11, 15). Jesus models for us how to pray for the 
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They had 
little to 
distract them 
from personal 
and corporate 
prayer—no 
building 
program, no 
choir 
practice, no 
Bible studies 
(they had no 
Bible!), no 
policy or 
budget 
meetings, no 
annual 
convention. 


pastor. Earlier he warned his disciples, “If the world hates you, 
keep in mind that it hated me first” (John 15:18) and “If they 
persecuted me, they will persecute you also” (John 15:20). In John 
16:33 he told them, “In this world you will have trouble.” If Jesus 
believed this, we should. If he prayed for the pastors, we should. 

Jesus modeled prayer for pastors and the churches of the New 
Testament followed his example—they prayed for their pastors! It 
was taken for granted to pray for Pastor Paul or Pastor John. 
Today, however, the pastor is often just taken for granted! The 
early church had a strong prayer life. If they did not, they simply 
ceased to be. Pastor Paul urges the church to “pray continually” 
(1 Thessalonians. 5:17). For in reality they had little to distract 
them from personal and corporate prayer—no building program, 
no choir practice, no Bible studies (they had no Bible!), no policy 
or budget meetings, no annual convention. They simply met in 
homes, orally adhered to the apostles’ teaching, broke bread, en- 
joyed fellowship, and prayed (Acts 2:42). Therefore, early church 
leaders lived and ministered in an atmosphere of prayer. 

Pastors were prayed for from the very start. In Acts 1:14, the 
believers met in the Upper Room and were “constantly in prayer.” 
Nothing started without prayer! They were bathed in it. Pastor Paul 
got his start when Ananias came to lay hands on him (Acts 9:17). 
Paul was filled with the Holy Spirit. In Acts 14:23 Paul and Barnabas 
chose pastors for each church and then fasted and prayed and 
committed them to the Lord. 

When Pastor Peter preached on the Day of Pentecost, he had 
just come from a prayer meeting where the Holy Spirit was in- 
voked. His preaching was empowered by the prayers of the saints 
in the Upper Room. This church knew how to pray for its preach- 
ers! Paul could say with confidence, “Pray also for me, that when- 
ever I open my mouth, words may be given me so that I will 
fearlessly make known the mystery of the gospel... Pray that I 
may declare it fearlessly, as I should” (Ephesians. 6:19-20). A 
prayed-for pastor is an anointed preacher! 

When their pastors were threatened not to preach the name of 
Jesus (Acts 4:18) the early church met to pray (Acts 4:23-31): 
“After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of 
God boldly.” These pastors did not face threats alone. The church 
met with them to pray. 

When the early church got busy, the prayer lives of the pastors 
were in jeopardy. So they elected seven persons to help with the 
daily distributions of food so that the pastors could give their 
attention to prayer and the ministry of the word (Acts 6:4). The 
early church respected the prayer life of its pastors. 

When the pastors were arrested and threatened, the early church 
prayed to rescue them. In Acts 12:5 we read, “So Peter was kept in 
prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him.” As 
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When the 
church 
prayed, the 
pastors 
received 
direction, 
doors 
opened, 
churches 
were planted 
and whole 
regions were 
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the story goes, God sent an angel to set Peter free. Someone said, 
“The angel fetched Peter, but it was prayer that fetched the angel!” 

Paul was quick to ask the church to pray for him: “I urge you, 
brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to 
join me in my struggle by praying to God for me. Pray that I may 
be rescued from the unbelievers in Judea...” (Romans 15:30). 

Evidently they did pray because Paul was rescued innumerable 
times. In fact, he once remarked, 


“He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will 
deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will 
continue to deliver us, as you help us by your prayers. 
Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious 
favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many” 
(2 Corinthians 1:10-11). 


Prayer rescued the pastors of the early church. 

The church prayed for doors of opportunity to open for the 
pastors. Again, Paul exhorted the church, “Devote yourselves to 
prayer, being watchful and thankful. And pray for us, too, that 
God may open a door for our message...” (Colossians 4:2-3). And 
God did—again and again. When the church prayed, the pastors 
received direction, doors opened, churches were planted and whole 
regions were evangelized. A good example of this is Acts 13:1-3. 
The church was worshiping the Lord and fasting, and Pastors 
Barnabas and Paul were set apart for their first missionary jour- 
ney. “So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands 
on them and sent them off’ (Acts 13:3). The early church fasted for 
the success of their pastor’s work! 

Even when a pastor left, prayer was offered to bring closure to 
his ministry. In Acts 20:36, Pastor Paul says good-bye to the church 
at Ephesus. He knelt down with all of them and prayed. Pastors 
were prayed for both coming and going! 

One of the most inspiring scenes in the book of Acts is found in 
Acts 14. Pastor Paul had preached in Lystra and had healed a 
lame man. Jews came from Antioch, formed a mob and had Paul 
stoned. “They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city, think- 
ing he was dead. But after the disciples had gathered around him, 
he got up and went back into the city” (Acts 14:19-20). Wow! There 
he lay under a pile of stones—dead. But the church gathered 
around him and prayed, and God raised him up. 

If the early church saw it as imperative to pray for its pastors, 
can you do any less? Jesus did it and is doing it (Hebrews 7:25). 

The gospel has not changed. It is still the power of God to save 
souls. To preach the gospel is to call men and women and children 
to live a new life in Christ. To preach this gospel is to call people to 
live holy lives in a corrupt generation. The results will be the same 
as in the early church. The kingdom will grow and persecutions 
will follow. The new will confront the old order and there will be 
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tension. If the enemy did not like the pastors then, the enemy will 
not like the pastors now. If pastors were attacked then they will be 
attacked now because we are still in a spiritual conflict. The types 
and kinds of attack may vary, but they will come. 

The enemy knows the principle in Zechariah 13:7, “Strike the 
shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.” If the pastor falters, 
the church has a difficult time. In all probability when there is no 
life in the pulpit, there will be no life in the pew. If there is no 
passion for souls in the pulpit, there will be no passion for souls in 
the pews. The pastor often sets the pace for the local congregation. 
The enemy knows this, and strikes the pastor with fear, accusa- 
tions, family problems, financial setbacks, sickness, disease, de- 
pression, fear of men, lawsuits, etc. You name it, and he will throw 
it at their private lives, personal family ties, their prayer and praise 
lives, their professional confidence and their preaching. The enemy 
knows no detente. He is out to destroy pastors and their fruits. 


List below three things you learned from studying how the early 
church prayed for its pastors that you think would be helpful 
today. These may be methods of praying, attitudes or actions. 


For each item you listed above, think of one practical, concrete way 
to copy it in your church or your personal prayer life today. 


An Urgent Call To Pray 


As a layperson, you are the key to planting a prayer hedge around 
your shepherd. Your pastor is important in your life. He or she 
feeds you the Word, teaches your children, gives you the sacra- 
ments, is with you in sorrow and death. This pastor represents 
Jesus Christ to your community. Would you raise up a prayer 
hedge in your church? Would you let it begin with you? The rest of 
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this manual contains practical ideas on hedging in the pastor, but 
the key is your tenacity to save your pastor from deadly peril. I 
believe this is one of the most serious issues facing the church 
today. 

Will your pastor be preyed on or prayed for? It is up to you. Will 
you do it? 


Although you have not finished this workbook, based on what you 
have read, do you feel that God is calling you to lead a prayer 
ministry for your pastor? Describe your feelings about this below. 


List below the first three steps you will take to launch this minis- 
try. (Of course, you may change this plan after spending time in 
prayer and reading the rest of the book; the important thing is to 
begin to think about how you make prayer for your pastor a reality.) 


Chapter Three 


How to Planta 
Prayer Hedge 


A few years ago, Dr. Mark Rutland and | had just finished a 
pastors’ conference in Amarillo, Texas. At breakfast a pastor came 
up and thanked Dr. Rutland for the message he had preached. 
But he was especially thankful for the prayer at the close of one of 
the services. He said, “I came to this conference with no intention 
of going back to my church. As a matter of fact, I was not even 
going back home. I have a gun in the car, and I was planning on 
taking my life. Your prayers worked. I now want to go back to my 
family and church and give them all God has to offer!” 

There is great power in prayer. If the Holy Spirit could use just 
one prayer to change the attitude and life of a discouraged pastor 
in Amarillo, could you imagine the great things that could happen 
if daily prayers were going up on behalf of your pastor? A diligent, 
organized, consistent prayer hedge could be a mighty force in your 
pastor’s life and ministry. 


The Power of Prayer 


Prayer is so important. Jesus lived a life of prayer. He set aside the 
pressures of the day and prayed often, spending intimate time with 
God (Mark 1:35-37). He prayed to know the Father's will. Jesus 
received power in prayer to implement the Father's will (Luke 3:21). 
He prayed to remain steadfast in his mission. He saw prayer as 
vital to accomplishing the Great Commission. In Luke 24:40, he 
said, “I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but 
stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
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high.” He even quoted Isaiah by calling the temple a “house of 
prayer” (Matthew 21:13). Out of prayer, Jesus ministered to the 
sick and demon possessed. 

Because prayer is so important we are told to “pray continually” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:17). In fact, the early church guarded their 
pastors’ prayer time with the utmost diligence (Acts 6:4). They 
knew that without prayer not much could be accomplished for 
God. According to Luke 18:1 if we do not pray we could become 
discouraged and give up. One thing is certain in the Scriptures: 
God is a God who answers prayer! Hebrews 11:6 states it suc- 
cinctly: “And without faith it is impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek him.” 

Prayer is crucial to our success because it is God's appointed 
way to get his will done on earth. Prayer is essential because works 
and planning are not enough. Grace flows through prayer, not 
works (James 4:2). When we pray we receive the joy of our Lord 
(John 16:24). Prayer keeps us in the peace of God (Philippians 4:6) 
because in prayer we cast our cares on him (1 Peter 5:7). Prayer is 
paramount to winning the lost (Acts 16:13-14, 16-18, 25-31, 1 
Timothy 2:1-6). By prayer we receive the Holy Spirit in an anoint- 
ing to preach and teach (Luke 11:13, Acts 1:14, 2:1-4). Prayer is 
pleasing to God (Proverbs 15:8, 1 Peter 3:12). Prayer also is a 
major detriment to Satan (Ephesians 6:10-18). Through prayer we 
overcome temptations (Matthew 26:41). By prayer we receive our 
daily needs (Matthew 6:11). Therefore, we are to sanctify our food 
in prayer (1 Timothy 4:4-5). 

All Christians are called to the ministry of prayer—the rich, the 
poor, the educated, the uneducated, the high, the low. Prayer has 
been called the mightiest force on earth. A prayer hedge for your 
pastor could accomplish great and awesome things in furthering 
the Kingdom of God in your church and city. 


The author frequently refers to 1 Thessalonians 5:17 in this 
manual—Paul’s famous exhortation to “pray continually.” What 
does it mean to “pray continually”? 
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Is it really possible to “pray continually”? Why or why not? 


Why do you think God chooses to work through the prayers of 
those who love him and believe in him? Why doesn’t he just go 
ahead and do whatever he wants regardless of whether or not we 
come to him in prayer? 


Intercessory Prayer Defined 


The basic idea of a prayer hedge is what the Bible calls “interces- 
sory prayer.” Intercessory prayer is pleading or seeking the face of 
God on behalf of another. For example, Abraham interceded for 
Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18:23-33). Moses prayed for Israel 
(Daniel 9:3-19). Jesus interceded for Peter (Luke 22:31-32), as well 
as those who were to believe (John 17:20-26). And the early church 
interceded for its leaders (Acts 12:5). Paul interceded for the 
churches (Romans 1:9-10, 10:1, Colossians 1:9). Intercession is 
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the laying aside of my will in order to pray for God's will to be done 
in another person's life. Jesus Christ is doing this right now (He- 
brews 7:25, Romans 8:34, 1 John 2:1-2, Romans 8:26-27). The 
Holy Spirit intercedes for us (Romans 8:26). Therefore, it is very 
Biblical to pray for others (James 5:14-18, 1 John 5:16), especially 
those in leadership positions. As mentioned earlier, we are to seek 
God for others to be protected, to be guided (Ezra 8:21), to be 
delivered (Acts 12:5), and to be blessed (Matthew 6:33). 

The force of a prayer hedge is also found in the principle of 
agreement. Jesus said, 


“I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be 
loosed in heaven. Again, I tell you that if two of you on 
earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for 
you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three come 
together in my name, there am I with them” (Matthew 
18:18-20). 


The Amplified version says “harmonize together, together make a 
symphony.” A prayer hedge is the combining of small branches of 
individual prayer into a great hedge of unified agreement in line 
with the will and purpose of God on the earth. By agreement we 
lay aside our concerns to take up God’s agenda as applied to 
another person for the glory of God. The devil is powerless against 
such a force unleashed against him. This is why he sows discord 
and strife in the church. He fears any team-like covenant to pray 
the will of God. The Lord wants us in agreement to do his will. He 
wants us to stand in an unbroken hedge to pray and intercede for 
nations and cities. 

In Ezekiel 22:30 the Lord says, “I looked for a man among them 
who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on 
behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found 
none.” This is a picture of a broken hedge where the enemy is 
flooding the camp or city through the gap. Today there is a gap in 
the hedge around pastors. Shepherds are exposed to the devil's 
wiles. They are being assaulted by the very forces of darkness. 
Many are oppressed, burned out and have little vision. Some pas- 
tors go months without seeing a real bona fide conversion! 

How tragic when there is a gap in the protective hedge around 
our pastors! As a layperson, you are the key to standing in the gap 
to turn the tide of destruction that threatens to engulf our shep- 
herds. In your church, no matter its size, would you begin to build 
a hedge around your shepherd? Begin by asking the Holy Spirit for 
directions. Start to pray for your pastor. Repent on behalf of the 
church for its prayerless state with regard to pastors and church 
staffs. God will honor this beginning. After all, he is searching for a 
person who will stand in the gap. It does not take many. He will 
use one person who is willing. Are you willing? 
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Where Do I Begin? 


Now you may be asking, “Where do I begin? How can I plant a 
force of prayer around my pastor? You may be thinking, I agree 
with what I am reading. I know there is great power in prayer, and 
I want to enlist people to pray for my overseer. My pastor will not 
be a victim of friendly fire or taken for granted, but will see the 
fruits of his (or her) labor!” Then, my response to you is, “Let's 
pray.” 


Equipping The Church To Pray 


When it 
comes to 
prayer, we 
are as disor- 
ganized as 
the Keystone 
cops. 


Begin by understanding that it will take time to plant and grow a 
prayer hedge. Hedges do not grow overnight. You must be deliber- 
ate and very intentional. Know this—we should put as much effort 
into a prayer hedge as we would our annual pledge campaign. 
Recently, a church launched a capital fund raising event that will 
run for three years. This campaign was highly organized with some 
200 volunteers. There was a chart explaining what should happen 
and when it should happen. Everyone knew what to do, and every- 
one had fun. Yet, when it comes to prayer, we are as disorganized 
as the Keystone cops. This ought not be. 

Corporate prayer can have a plan, a goal, recruitment, training, 
appreciation, feedback and renewal like any other ministry. The 
local church can be mobilized to pray, and a pastoral prayer hedge 
can be a vital part of it. If the enemy is organized to destroy your 
shepherd, why not be organized to beat the devil? If factions can 
be organized to oust the pastor, why not be organized to bless the 
pastor in prayer? Therefore, the rest of this chapter and the next 
chapter will focus on practical steps to organize a prayer force for 
your shepherd. 


First, share the contents of this manual with your pastor so 
he or she knows what you are up to. Ask for the pastor's advice 
and prayer concerns. Let the pastor know this is a genuine move 
to bless and protect and not a sugar-coated motion to expose or 
oust him or her. Work closely with the pastor’s desires. Use the 
utmost confidentiality for your pastor’s and the parsonage family’s 
prayer needs. Be sensitive to the fact that there was, up to now, 
little prayer; now there is suddenly this concern. Move slowly and 
compassionately for long-term gain, and don't let this be a quick 
emotional appeal with no quality or depth. 


Record at the top of the next page your pastor’s response to your 


sharing your plans to form a prayer support group. 
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Some pastors may be apprehensive about your plans. What are 


some of the reasons a pastor might be wary of an individual or 
group who claims to want to pray for him or her? 


ibs 


Take a few moments right now to pray that your prayer support 
will strengthen and encourage your pastor and that your motives 
will not be misunderstood. 


Second, work with existing prayer ministries. Interface prayer 
for the pastor with other prayer ministries. For example, if you 
have a prayer room, put a picture of the pastor or church staff in 
it. Church on the Rock in Rockwall, Texas, has a prayer station in 
their prayer room with pictures of the staff. Include a prayer guide 
to direct the praying in a biblical, positive way. 


Brainstorm and list below all existing groups and ministries in 
your church that you might enlist to help pray for your pastor. 


l. 
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Next to each group listed above, write the name of the person you 
must contact to reach that group. If you plan to reach them by 
phone, include the phone number. 


Third, choose a prayer model to train the hedge. For example, 
Dick Eastmann’s The Hour that Changes the World is an excellent 
training tool for personal and corporate prayer. In the diagram 
shown below, he divides an hour into 12 five-minute sections. This 
division helps a person understand the different dimensions of 
prayer and promotes creativity and variety in personal prayer. People 
want to pray, but they lack the training. This textbook lends itself 
well to many practical applications in intercessory prayer for shep- 
herds. Teach the text and then apply it to praying for the pastor. 


Temple 
Cleansing 


Time 
Ps. 139:23 


Silent Soul 


Remember 
the World 
ITim. 2:1,2 


“What, could ye not 
watch with Me one 
hour? Watch and 

pray.” Matt. 26:40,41 


g 


level of praise. 
Ri nize 
's Nature 
Ps. 52:9 


Receive 
Spiritual 
Instruction 
Eccl. 5:2 


Confess my 
Blessings 
Thess. 5:18 


Ponder 
Spiritual 
Themes 


NOTE: Apply this 12-step prayer plan with spiritual liberty rather than regimented legality. After 
using these steps for several days or weeks, allow your own prayer program to develop. Reprinted by 
permission of Every Home for Christ, P.O. Box 35930, Colorado Springs, CO 80935-3593. 


42 Your Pastor: Preyed On or Prayed For? 


Fourth, recruit people to pray in the hedge. Choose those who 
are mature and who are already praying. Start small and aim for 
consistency and quality. As you branch out, recruit people quietly 
and routinely in different age-level groups in the church. Share the 
pastor's vision with them. Give them a prayer guide like the one 
found in Chapter Four of this workbook to direct their praying. 
Explain the goal of this prayer emphasis and tell them how impor- 
Naming a tant it is. In essence, develop a prayer network slowly and quietly 
prayer hedge to assure a long-lasting hedge. 
gives the You may want to name this special group. The men who pray 
members @ for me are called the Gibborium. In Hebrew, Gibborium means the 
sense of «niohty men.” They were King David's elite soldiers who went with 
mission and him to guard him. In one church they are called “The Watchmen.” 
camaraderie. pb; Mark Rutland has a group of intercessors called the “Elijah 
Force.” Naming a prayer hedge gives the members a sense of mis- 
sion and camaraderie. 

As you recruit people to pray, give them a time frame. People 
today live by schedules and they need to schedule prayer into their 
lives. For example, ask them to pray for the pastor for six weeks 
using this prayer guide (see Chapter Four). Or would they pray for 
three months? In addition, help them schedule this focus of prayer 
weekly or even daily. Pastor Mike Bickle says that one of the main 
reasons people don't pray is because they do not schedule it. 
Encourage them to even come to the church early on Sunday to lift 
up the pastor's hands. Sundays are especially stressful in most 
pastor's lives. Scheduling prayer is what I call “term praying.” This 
means that you announce when the term of praying begins and 
when it ends. This helps people to have a sense of fulfillment and 
closure to their commitment. 

If possible, get feedback so you can water and trim the hedge 
better. Be appreciative of people who pray for the pastor. This 
makes them genuinely feel good about what they are doing and 
gives them a desire to continue praying. The apostle Paul was 
thankful that he had been prayed for. He writes, 


He has delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will 
deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will 
continue to deliver us, as you help us by your prayers. 
Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious 
favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many 
(2 Corinthians 1:10-11). % 


If you are a pastor reading this, thank those who pray for you. 


List at the top of the next page persons in your church who would 


be likely recruits for a prayer group to support your pastor. 
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1b. 


2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 


Spend some time in prayer asking God to bring to your mind the 
names of other people who might join you in regular prayer for 
your pastor. List their names below. 


1: 
2 
3. 
4 
5 


If you are completing this workbook in a class setting, share names 
on your lists and compile a complete list of all names suggested. 


Obtain phone numbers of the individuals on your lists. Begin call- 
ing these persons, explaining what you plan to do and asking for 
their help. (If you are working as a class, assign names and phone 
numbers to each participant.) When talking to potential recruits, 
be specific about what will be expected of them, such as how many 
training sessions they should attend and how long their commit- 
ment will last. 


Brainstorm for a list of possible titles for your prayer group. Use 
the examples in the text (such as “The Watchmen” or “The Elijah 
Force”) to jump start your own creative ideas. 


il 


2 
3. 
4 


43 


44 


Your Pastor: Preyed On or Prayed For? 


Your pastor can tell you when prayer has been answered; other 
answers to your group’s prayers will be obvious to everyone in the 
congregation. How will you give members of your prayer group 
feedback on the consequences of their praying? List possible ways 
to communicate this information, then circle the method that you 
think will work best. 


1 


2 
3. 
4 
5 


Fifth, consider various places where a prayer hedge might 
grow in your church. Think creatively about various models and 
modes to enlist people to pray. The Central Baptist Church in 
Bryan, Texas, has deacons who take turns praying in the prayer 
room as their pastor preaches. In John Maxwell's church, the men 
meet with him early on Sunday morning to pray for the text, the 
sermon and the services. Dr. Mark Rutland meets with his hedge 
at 8 a.m. on Sundays to pray. They gather around him and pray 
for his protection and anointing. (This works! One Sunday a witch 
came to Dr. Rutland’s church to disrupt the sermon by doing 
whatever they do. She left frustrated and told an usher that she 
was foiled in her assignment because two angels accompanied 
Dr. Rutland as he preached!) One pastor simply asks two or three 
different laypersons each Sunday to pray with him in his study. 
Another pastor enlisted 27 men to pray for him giving them each a 
particular day of the week. On Monday, he has breakfast with the 
seven who pray for him that week, and he tells them what is before 
him that week so they can pray effectively. One adult Sunday 
School class prays for the pastor as part of their Sunday routine. 

You may enlist prayer for the pastor during the service. If a lay 
reader reads the Bible text for the sermon, have him or her pre- 
pare a prayer for the pastor at the close of the reading. This sets a 
good example of praying for the pastor that the congregation will 
see and follow. 

If your pastor leaves to preach a revival or attend a conference, 
make sure he or she receives special prayer. You may want to 
encourage your board to give the pastor seasons or time off to go 
and pray. Such retreats renew and bless pastors in a multitude of 
ways. 
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The goal of a prayer hedge is to insure that your pastor is a 
man or woman of God. To be a man or woman of God requires that 
the pastor be with God as often as possible. Dr. Morris Sheets at 
Hillcrest Church in Dallas, Texas, takes two to three days a week 
to be alone with God. A pastor too busy to pray is in danger of 
missing the voice of God. If the pastor has the permission of the 
ruling board to seek God, he or she will be more apt to spend time 
before the Father. 

Encourage your pastor to join a pastors’ prayer group. More 
and more of these groups are springing up across the country as 
pastors are meeting to pray for their cities. Such times of prayer 
are providing much needed support for individual pastors. For 
example, in Austin, Texas, a group of 30 pastors meets at the top 
of a local hotel praying and claiming the city spread out below for 
God. 

If your church has a prayer room, place a list of local churches 
and pastors in the room so they can be prayed over often. One 
couple in my church goes from church to church after our early 
service to pray for pastors. They hear them preach and then pray 
for them personally. Calvary Assembly in Orlando, Florida, chooses 
one church in the Orlando area every Sunday and prays for the 

A pastor too church and pastor. Churches need to pray for each other’s pas- 
busy to pray tors. Again, the Lord is honored when we honor the shepherds of 
isin danger the city. Psalm 133 states, “How good and pleasant it is when 
of missing brothers live together in unity!...For there the Lord bestows his 
the voice of blessing, even life forevermore” (Psalm. 133:1,3). Find some way to 
God. motivate your church not only to pray for their shepherd but other 

pastors in your city as well. 

Plant hedges in your church’s organizations for shut-ins, youth 
and singles. Find Aarons and Hurs who will stand on each side 
and hold up the pastor's hands. Recruit them to pray. Train them 
so that they have understanding and aim, put them in position, 
encourage them with good feedback about results from prayer, 
and appreciate their time given. You are the key—as a layperson 
you can plant prayer hedges all over the church to keep your 
pastor blessed and protected. 

Almost all churches have pledge campaigns to raise money for 
the budget. It is just as important to encourage prayer for the 
shepherd. Perhaps you could even designate one Sunday a year as 
Pastor Appreciation Sunday and raise a prayer pledge for the pas- 
tor. It is exciting that as the pastor is prayed for other leaders will 
be honored and prayed for in the church! When the leader is 
honored, an atmosphere of affirmation and support is fostered. 


Brainstorm to generate a list (on the next page) of creative ways 


your church could celebrate a Pastor Appreciation Sunday. 
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When would be a good Sunday for such an event? 


Who might be a good person to lead the activities on this special 


day? 


If you are using this manual in a group, decide if you want to 
proceed with organizing a Pastor Appreciation Sunday. Whether 
people in your church are thrilled or disappointed with your pas- 
tor, this positive event could be a turning point for your congrega- 
tion as well as your pastor. 


If you are working alone, think about key leaders or groups in your 
church you might approach to generate excitement about this idea. 


Not long ago, | visited an ex-pastor in a Houston hospital. He 
confessed that he was hooked on cocaine. At one time, he was one 
of the best Bible teachers I knew, but now he had lost everything. 

I asked him, “What happened?” He said, “I lost my prayer cov- 
ering, and I was unable to stand alone.” 

How tragic, and yet this ought not be. We are at war. The 
enemy comes to steal, kill and destroy (John 10:10). Our war is 
not with flesh and blood, “but against the rulers, against the au- 
thorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” (Ephesians 6:12). 

The devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for a pastor 
to devour (1 Peter 5:8). His darts are literal. He fires at the flam- 
mable areas of our lives. He shoots criticism, immoral thoughts, 
fears of failure, unwholesome comparisons and self-doubts. He 
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If you want 
to plant a 
prayer hedge, 
expect 
resistance. 


shot at the Apostles in the Book of Acts and still his strategy is to 
shoot the leader. He will use power and prestige to bend a pastor 
toward the world. He sets traps in counseling sessions to ensnare 
pastors in unhealthy relationships. He shoots barrages of flaming 
arrows at the pastor’s spouse and kids to destroy the parsonage 
family. He inflicts and infects with depression and attitudes of self- 
pity. His goal is for the pastor to be lonely, cut off and cast in a sea 
of despondence. Why? Revelation 12:12 answers, “He is filled with 
fury, because he knows that his time is short.” Strike the shepherd 
and his sheep will scatter. If the pastor is listless and visionless, 
the sheep will be as well. Therefore, the enemy’s assault is on the 
shepherd. 

No pastor is exempt. Pastors of both large and small churches 
are vulnerable to his attacks. Holy men and women are attacked. 
Honest pastors are tempted to be otherwise. The pressure never 
ceases, and it will not until we get to heaven. We are in enemy 
territory, and we need coverings of prayer to stand and even stand 
some more. The more effective a pastor is, the more he or she will 
be attacked. 

If you want to plant a prayer hedge, expect resistance. Today is 
open season on pastors, and any attempt to guard them will be 
discouraged by the enemy. You may catch the vision, yet others 
will not see it in the same way. You may even come up against a 
brick wall. One laywoman in Michigan made the appeal for prayer 
in her church of two hundred. Only two people responded. It is not 
easy to plant a prayer hedge because there is apathy in the soil. 
Where there is no root, the prayer hedge simply cannot grow. Yet, 
do not take resistance as the final answer. It only means that you 
are absolutely right in trying to protect your pastor. Rely on the 
Holy Spirit and go forward with your efforts in the name of Jesus. 
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Chapter Four 


Hedging in the 
Pastor 


Pastor John and his wife Betty live in Fairview, Texas, 
where they pastor First Church. For years, Betty fought 
depression. She became suicidal and John hospitalized her. 
In fact she was hospitalized several times. Once she re- 
marked to John, “You know, the people in the hospital were 
so nice to me. I wonder why the people in the church could 
not be this nice.” 

Betty only got worse. John had to constantly be with 
her. One night, Betty slipped away, went to the church and 
took her life in the sanctuary. Now John lives alone. He is 
sixty-one. Recently he said, “I’m so close to retirement. I 
hope they let me stay until I retire.” 


Betty and John are a true story. How tragic that she felt so little 
support, much less prayer support! Some may have tried to pray 
for her but did not know how. Others may have been embarrassed 
that their pastor’s wife had such a problem. I hope not. The enemy 
is out to destroy shepherds and their families. 


In Valdosta, Georgia, Pastor Burg began a new church with 
15 families. They built the church membership to 300 in 
attendance. Then the pastor and his wife made friends 
with a couple outside the church. He was feeling pressured 
at the church, and he sought help from the wife of these 
friends. He became emotionally bonded and he has now 
left his wife and the church. The church wanted to pay for 
his counseling, but he refused to go. Now, his wife is bonded 
with another man. She told me in tears, “I don’t know what 
happened. We are the gossip of the town!” 
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People need 
to know how 
to pray. You 
do not teach 
soldiers to 
load the gun 
when the 
enemy is 
coming over 
the hill. 


Your Pastor: Preyed On or Prayed For? 


Pastors with problems need prayer, not gossip. Friendly fire is 
not friendly! Pastors must not be taken for granted, lest they be 
taken in deception by the enemy. The people in Pastor Burt's 
church want to pray, but they don't know how. As pointed out in 
Chapters One and Two, all aspects of a church leader’s life come 
under attack. Leaders were assaulted in the book of Acts repeat- 
edly. The enemy's tactics have not changed. He is out to strike the 
shepherd. 

Prayer hedges serve as a preventative measure to keep a pastor 
blessed and guarded. More importantly, it is essential to pray for 
the pastor before there is a problem. Prayer is not just a rip cord 
for emergencies; it is the means of grace for a Christian. People 
need to know how to pray. You do not teach soldiers to load the 
gun when the enemy is coming over the hill. Such training is given 
in the safety of boot camp. 

In this chapter I suggest some ways of actually praying for your 
pastor. Essentially, I want to focus on Ephesians 6:10-20 and 
show you how to pray the armor of God on your pastor. The best 
way to pray for your shepherd is to pray the Word of God over him 
or her. The Bible is the Christian’s prayer language. God under- 
stands well his Word on the lips of his children. Psalm 145:18 
states, “The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on 
him in truth.” Jeremiah 1:12 affirms, “The Lord said to me, ‘You 
have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word is 
fulfilled.” The vocabulary and power of prayer is the Word of God. 
To pray only the need deflates a spirit of prayer. To pray the Word 
is to pray the answer. Jesus said, “If you remain in me and my 
words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given 
you” (John 15:7). The Word is the will of God (1 John 5:13-14). By 
praying this Word over your pastor, you are praying the will of God 
for him or her. The Word produces faith (Romans 10:17). Problems 
produce doubts and weakness. 

Speaking the Word over the pastor creates an atmosphere of 
affirmation and commendation, as opposed to the accuser's goal 
which is to tear down and destroy. Use the Bible to train your 
friends to pray for the shepherd. Everyone has a Bible to study; 
why not make it a prayer book, too? Practice building prayers out 
of truth. Use Jesus’ name and righteousness as a foundation. 
Frame this prayer stronghold with the promises of God (2 Peter 
1:4). Cover it with praise and worship from the Psalms. And put 
your pastor in the midst of this godly stronghold. 

To get you started on scripture praying for your pastor, use the 
prayer guide on pages 51 and 52. This guide offers an example of 
praying Ephesians 6:10-20 over your shepherd. You may remove 
this page and slip it into your Bible to use regularly. You also may 
copy as many of these as you need. Following is an explanation of 
how to use this prayer guide. 
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HEDGING IN THE PASTOR PRAYER GUIDE 
Ephesians 6:10-18 


“Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.” Ephesians 6:10 


MEDITATE on the Greatness of God in behalf of your pastor: Romans 8:28, 31, 37, 
and 1. Peter 3:12. 


EXPOSE the wiles of the devil: Ephesians 6:11-12. 


CLAIM scriptural promises for your pastor's overall protection: Isaiah 54:14-17, 
Psalm 34:7, Psalm 91, Luke 10:19 and 2 Corinthians 10:3-4. 


PETITION the Father to grant your pastor a discerning spirit: 2 Corinthians 11:14 and 
1 John 4:1. 


THE PASTOR'S PRIVATE LIFE 
“Stand firm then with the belt of truth buckled around your waist...” 
Ephesians 6:14 
REQUEST that your pastor’s glory be solely in the cross: Galatians 6:14. 


PRAY for your pastor’s continued renewal: Isaiah 40:27-31; for their holiness: 
J ovo. ka key 


SEEK for them a clear vision of the merits of Christ: Philippians 3:7-10; for godly 
contentment: 1 Timothy 6:6; for the love of God to be shed abroad in their hearts: 
Romans 5:5. 


THE PASTOR’S PERSONAL LIFE 
“Stand ... with the breastplate of righteousness in place...” 
Ephesians 6:14 


INTERCEDE for your pastor’s spouse, children and family: Psalms 91:9-12 and 
Psalm 37:25. 


CANCEL in Jesus’ name all assignments against your pastor: Matthew 16:19. 
REMOVE by faith all obstacles to your pastor’s total health and prosperity: Mark 11:23 
and Philippians 4:19. 


THE PASTOR’S PRAISE LIFE 
“Stand with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes 
from the gospel of peace.” 
Ephesians 6:15 
ASK The Father to give your pastor strong worship: Matthew 4:10. 
BIND the spirit of fear: John 14:1; the spirit of gloom: Isaiah 61:3; the spirit of 
negativity: 2 Timothy 1:6-7. 

LISTEN for any other direction to pray: Ecclesiastes 5:1-2. 
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THE PASTOR'S PRAYER LIFE 
“Take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one.” Ephesians 6:16 


QUENCH in the Holy Spirit darts of doubt: Mark 6:5-6. 
REBUEE all distractions from your pastor’s devotional time: Mark 5:36. 
LOOSEN the forces of heaven to aid in prayer: Mark 1:35 (private prayer); Acts 1:14 
(corporate prayer). 
THE PASTOR'S PROFESSIONAL LIFE 
“Take the helmet of salvation .. .” Ephesians 6:17 
SHIELD your pastor from the fear of men: Isaiah 11:2-3 and Proverbs 19:23. 


BESTOW on your pastor favor in the denomination: Proverbs 18:16; support among 
your pastor's peers: Proverbs 11:4. 


ENTREAT Jesus to give your pastor an uncompromising truth: Proverbs 4:20-27; 
Wisdom in leadership: James 1:5. 


THE PASTOR’S PREACHING LIFE 
“Take ... the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” 
Ephesians 6:17 


BLESS your pastor with rich study time: Acts 6:4 and 2 Timothy 2:15. 


GRANT your pastor a bold proclamation of Jesus: Colossians 1:28; and opportunities: 
Colossians 4:3-4. 


ANOINT your pastor to preach and teach: Luke 4:18 and 1 John 2:27; for apostolic 
results: Acts 2:37; for signs and wonders: Mark 16:20; to reveal truth: 
Matthew 16:17. 


THE PASTOR'S PERSEVERING LIFE 
“Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With 
this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” 
Ephesians 6:18 


HONOR your pastor with lasting fruit: Malachi 3:11 and John 15:16. 


CONFESS steadfastness over your pastor: 1 Corinthians 15:5-8; bold vision: Isaiah 
41:10; rest: Hebrews 4 and Matthew 11:28. 


GIVE thanks for your pastor's call and gifts: Colossians 1:3-5. 
SECURE your pastor in courage: Joshua 1. ) 
“Fight the good fight of the faith.” 
1 Timothy 6:12 
EXPECT all that you have prayed... 
STAND behind your pastor girding them in prayer... 
YIELD to the Spirit for other areas of prayer and intercession. 


Copies of this prayer guide may be ordered from Bristol House, Ltd., 2201 Regency Rd., Suite 
301, Lexington, KY 40503 or by calling 800/451-READ. 
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Hedging in the Pastor 
Ephesians 6:10-18 


“Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.” 
Ephesians 6:10 


MEDITATE on the greatness of God on behalf of your pastor (Romans 8:28-37, 
1 Peter 3:12). To meditate is to ponder in prayer some great theme about 
God—his holiness, greatness, grace, etc. Let this thought yield a rich revelation 
to apply to your pastor. For example, 


“I thank you Father that your eyes are on my shepherd and 
your ears are attentive to my pastor's prayers and your face is 
against those who plot evil against (insert your pastor’s name) 
(1 Peter 3:12). For I know that in all things you work for the 
good of my pastor who loves you (Romans 8:28). Will you not 
graciously give him (or her) this city for Christ? And who can 
accuse this pastor who is daily interceded for by Christ Jesus? 
(Romans 8:32-34). Therefore, in all things my pastor is more 
than a conqueror (Romans 8:37). Thank God.” 


EXPOSE the wiles of the devil. (Ephesians 6:11-12). 


CLAIM scriptural promises for their overall protection (Isaiah 54:14-17, Psalms 
34:7, Psalms 91, Luke 10:19, and 2 Corinthians 10:3-5). Here is an example: 


“Father, I thank you that no weapons formed against my shep- 
herd will prosper. Every tongue raised against my leader will 
be cast down. Rumors and gossip will be turned aside. For 
(insert your pastor's name) will be still before the Lord and will 
wait on you. My pastor will dwell in the shelter of the Most 
High God and will be delivered from terror, darts of doubt 
(Psalms 9:15), and diseases (Psalms 91:6). Set your angels about 
him (or her) (Psalms 91:11) and no power of the enemy shall 
harm (insert your pastor’s name) (Luke 10:19). Thank God 
forevermore!” 


PETITION the Father to grant them a discerning spirit (2 Corinthians 11:14, 1 John 
4:1). Petition God, 


“Lord let my pastor have a discerning mind to set priorities. 
Let (insert pastor's name) discern what is most important and 
guard him (or her) from the tyranny of the urgent.” 


The Pastor's Private Life 


“Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist...” 
Ephesians 6:14 


As listed below, there are six areas to cover when praying for your pastor's 
private life. You may want to focus on one or two at a time. The Holy Spirit will 
help you pray correctly and on target (Romans 8:26). Nevertheless, circle your 
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leader with truth. Simply pray or say out loud these truths as applied to one of 
these areas. 


REQUEST that your pastor's glory be solely in the cross (Galatians 6:14) and that 
your pastor's private life will be kept intact as he or she stays close to the cross. 
The cross guards a shepherd from pride, self-promotion, presumption and the 
need for reward and attention. The enemy is totally defenseless against the 
cross of Christ. 


PRAY for your pastor's continued renewal (Isaiah 40:27-31). Pray to the Father, 


“Renew my pastor in the Holy Spirit. Let him (or her) hope in 
you and soar on wings like eagles. Quicken his (or her) body 
with the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:11). Renew (insert pastor's 
name) vision and confidence (1 John 5:13-14). Revive his (or 
her) boldness to stand in strong personal conviction (Acts 
5:42). Amen.” 


PRAY for holiness (1 Peter 1:16). 


“Jesus, keep my pastor holy in every way. Keep (insert pastor’s 
name) from seducing spirits especially when tired and hard- 
pressed. Give my pastor comrades to share with in personal 
holiness (James 4:7). As he (or she) draws near to you, draw 
near to him (or her) (James 4:8). Cancel the power of sin to 
have no effect (Ephesians 1:22). Amen.” 


SEEK for your pastor a clear vision of the merits of Christ (Philippians 3:7-11). 


“I pray that the eyes of my pastor may be enlightened to 
know the hope to which we are called and know the riches of 
his (or her) glorious inheritance in the saints, and let my 
pastor know the incomparable great power in us who believe 
(Ephesians 1:18-19). Let (insert pastor’s name) see the full 
revelation of Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:12) and place in my 
pastor a desire to know Christ and the power of his resurrec- 
tion (Philippians 3:10). Amen.” 


SEEK God for godly contentment (1 Timothy 6:6). 


“Lord deliver Pastor (insert your pastor’s name) from the tyr- 
anny of the unfinished. Grant him (or her) a sense of fulfill- 
ment and the personal joy of Jesus (1 Timothy 6:6, John 
15:11). Amen.” 


SEEK for the love of God to be poured out into our hearts (Romans 5:5). 


The Pastor’s Personal Life 
“Stand with the breastplate of righteousness in place...” 


Ephesians 6:14 


As Christians we are saved by grace and we are made righteous through Jesus 
Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21). Further, we are to reign in this life through this gift 
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of righteousness (Romans 5:17). We are blessed and guarded by our total right 
standing before God. Every prayer we pray is answered because of Jesus Christ. 
“The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective” (James 5:16). There- 
fore, this gift of righteousness protects and blesses our vitality as Christians. 


INTERCEDE for your pastor's spouse, children and families (Psalm 91:9-12, 37:25). 


“Lord, I lift up the hands of (insert names of people in your 
pastor’s family) as well as my pastor. Place them in the shelter 
of the Most High to rest in the shadow of the Almighty. I will 
say of the Lord, you are their refuge and fortress. You will 
preserve their family time. You will cover their home. Your 
faithfulness will meet their financial needs in Christ Jesus 
(Philippians 4:19). You will command your angels to guard 
them as they travel and win the lost. You have said, ‘I will be 
with them in trouble, I will deliver them and honor them and 
with a long life I will satisfy them and show them my salva- 
tion’ (Psalms 91). Amen.” 


CANCEL in Jesus’ name all assignments against your pastor (Matthew 16:9). 


“Father, in Jesus’ name and by his authority, I cancel any plot 
of the enemy to undo my shepherd’s home. I stand against 
curses and schemes set against their homes (Matthew 10:1). 
Amen. Guard them from friendly fire and accusations and 
gossip (Revelations 12:10-12). I resist the devil on their be- 
half, and he will flee (1 Peter 5:9, James 4:7). Amen.” 


Dr. Paul Walker, the pastor of Mt. Paran Church of God, was flying back to 
Atlanta. He sat next to a woman who refused the flight meal. He asked, “Are 
you fasting as a Christian?” 

She said, “No, Iam a witch and the covens of Atlanta are praying and 
fasting for the breakup of the marriage of Charles Stanley, Paul Walker and 
Mark Rutland.” 

Dr. Walker did not tell her who he was! 


REMOVE by faith all obstacles to your pastor’s total health and prosperity (Mark 
11:23, Philippians 4:19). 


“In Jesus’ Name I speak to church related hurts, abuse and 
ungrateful forces to move. I speak to mountains of criticism 
and inordinate expectations to be cast into the sea. I speak to 
stress, excessive phone counseling and fatigue to be cast into 
the sea. I believe every need, vision and dream will be com- 
pleted (Mark 11:25, Philippians 4:19). Amen. 

“Forgive those who hurt our pastor and parsonage family 
and speak against them. May they walk in forgiveness” 
(Ephesians 4:32, 5:1). Guard them from futile thinking 
(Ephesians 4:17) and vain imaginations. Let every thought be 
taken captive to obey Christ (2 Corinthians 10:3-5).” 
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The Pastor's Praise Life 
“Stand ... with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes 


from the gospel of peace.” 
Ephesians 6:15 


ASK the Father to give your pastor strong worship (Matthew 4:10). 


“Lord Jesus, I know that in the course of pastoring, my pastor 
is thrilled over conversions and changed lives, yet I also real- 
ize that he (or she) hears bad news and sad stories. Therefore, 
keep my pastor ever before your face in worship. Let him (or 
her) see you and enjoy your presence ever more (Psalms 112:7). 
Let goodness and mercy follow my pastor all the days of his 
(or her) life (Psalms 23:6). Let this pastor’s cup overflow (Psalms 
23:50. Amen.” 


BIND the spirit of fear (John 14:1). 

BIND the spirit of despair (Isaiah 61:3). 

BIND the spirit of negativity (2 Timothy 1:6-7). 
“Jesus, you said, ‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in 
God; trust also in me... Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give you’ (John 14:1, 27). Apply these promises to my pastor. 
Let my pastor know the plans you have for him (or her): plans 


to prosper, plans to give hope and a future (Jeremiah 29:11). 
Amen.” 


LISTEN for any other direction to pray (Ecclesiastes 5:1-2). 


“Keep my pastor in the midst of good and exciting worship. 
Keep him (or her) from the traditions of humankind and reli- 
gion which hold the form of godliness, but deny its power 
(2 Timothy 3:5). Give (insert your pastor’s name) a vision of 
heaven (Isaiah 6, Revelations 4). Amen.” 


The Pastor’s Prayer Life 
“Take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish 


all the flaming arrows of the evil one.” 
Ephesians 6:16 


The Roman shield was big. It covered the whole body. Roman soldiers used this 
shield to form a wall to deflect enemy arrows that were sometimes lit. Satan 
knows the flammable areas in our lives and he aims for them. He shoots us 
where it hurts. The shield represents faith. Faith covers all. My faith with your 
faith puts a wall around the pastor to protect and bless. Pray with this in mind. 


QUENCH in the Holy Spirit darts of doubts (Mark 6:56-6). 
REBUKE distractions from your pastor's devotional life (Mark 5;36). 
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LOOSEN the forces of heaven to aid in prayer (Mark 1:35, Acts 1:14). 


“Lord, I stand against the enemies of my pastor's prayer life- 
busy-ness (Acts 6:4), compulsions, compromise (Acts 5), un- 
necessary phone calls, chronic counselees, fatigue, sleepiness 
(Matthew 26:41), appetites, television, late meetings, over-com- 
mitments and doubt. Let nothing hinder (insert your pastor's 
name)’s time with you. Let him (or her) rise up to seek you 
(Mark 1:35), pray with other pastors (Acts 1:14) and pray con- 
tinually (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Give my pastor the time, 
the desire and the place to pray (Acts 16:16). Amen.” 


“Send the spirit of prayer upon our pastor (Acts 1:8, Romans, 
8:26). Amen.” 


“Send others to join us in praying for our leader (1 Timothy 
2:1-8). Amen.” 


The Pastor’s Professional Life 
“Take the helmet of salvation . . .” 


Ephesians 6:17 


SHIELD my pastor from the fear of men (Isaiah 11:2-3, Proverbs 19:23). 


In Richland, Indiana, a pastor got excited one morning and jumped up and 
down and came out from behind the pulpit. The next week he was called on 
the carpet. He was told by the five controllers, “We do not have shows of 
enthusiasm in our church, and our preachers stay behind the pulpit.” 


Proverbs says the fear of man is a snare and the fear of the Lord leads to life 
(Proverbs 29:25). 


“Lord, keep my pastor in the fear of God. Let him (or her) not 
fear mere human beings. Give (insert your pastor’s name) bold- 
ness to confront sin and church controllers. Honor my pastor's 
stand for you. Come to his (or her) rescue. (Claim Psalm 35 for 
your pastor.) 


BESTOW on your pastor favor in the denomination (Proverbs 18:16). 
BESTOW support among your pastor's peers (Proverbs 11:4). 


“Lord, keep my pastor from feeling competitive with other 
pastors, churches or salary packages. Guard his (or her) heart 
from unhealthy ambitions (2 Corinthians 10:18). Deliver my 
pastor from the numbers trap and give him (or her) a genuine 
concern for lost souls (Luke 19:10). Lord, advance my pastor. 
Let (insert your pastor’s name) not be caught up in any politi- 
cal quicksand: Keep only Jacob’s ladder ever before my shep- 
herd (Genesis 28:12). Amen.” 


“Lord Jesus, dominate my pastor’s ministry so he (or she) will 
help people become like you instead of a denominational fac- 
simile (Colossians 1:28). Amen.” 
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ENTREAT Jesus to give your pastor an uncompromising truth (Proverbs 4:20-27). 
ENTREAT wisdom in leadership (James 1:5). 


The Pastor's Preaching Life 


“Take the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” 
Ephesians 6:17 


BLESS your pastor with a rich study time (Acts 6:4, 2 Timothy, 2:15). 


Jeff pastors in Vermont. He preaches one service on Sunday morning. He 
told me that he dreads preaching in this church because after the service he 
is totally drained. He eats lunch and then falls in bed for three to four hours! 
He wakes up feeling like a train ran over him. Jeff wonders why it is so hard 
to preach to forty people. Could a spiritual resistance be draining him? Before 
coming to this church, Jeff loved preaching. 


“Lord, let my pastor work to come before you as one ap- 
proved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed, who 
correctly handles the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15). Amen.” 


GRANT my pastor a bold proclamation of Jesus. (Colossians 1:28). 


GRANT my pastor many opportunities to proclaim the mystery of Christ. (Colossians 
4:3-4). 


“Jesus, bless my pastor’s preaching. Let him (or her) preach 
Jesus Christ. (Colossians 1:28). Let my pastor preach a revela- 
tion of Christ (1 Peter 1:7). And give this pastor ample oppor- 
tunities to proclaim Jesus Christ (Colossians 4:3-4). Amen.” 


ANOINT my pastor to preach and teach (Luke 4:18, 1 John 2:27). 
ANOINT my pastor's preaching for apostolic results (Acts 2:37). 


“Lord by your Holy spirit anoint (insert pastor’s name) to 
preach. Let people be cut to the heart to repent and accept 
Jesus Christ (Acts 2:37). Amen.” 


ANOINT my pastor for signs and wonders (Mark 16:20). 
ANOINT my pastor to reveal truth (Matthew 16:17). 


The Pastor's Persevering Life 
“Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 


With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” 
Ephesians 6:18 


HONOR your pastor with lasting fruit (Malachi 3:11, John 15:16). 
CONFESS steadfastness over your pastor (1 Corinthians 15:58). 
CONFESS bold vision (Isaiah 41:10). 

CONFESS rest (Hebrew 4, Matthew 11:28). 
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GIVE thanks for your patsor’s call and gifts (Colossians 1:3-5). 


“Father, I thank you for my pastor. I praise you for sending 
such a shepherd for my soul. To you belong honor and glory. 
You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor 
and power, for you created all things, and by your will they 
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were created and have their being (Revelation 4:11). Amen.” 
SECURE your pastor in courage (Joshua 1). 
FIGHT the good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12). 
EXPECT all that you have prayed... 
STAND behind your pastor, encircling him or her in prayer. . . 


YIELD to the Spirit for other areas of prayer and intercession. 


Imagine what 
might 
happen if 
every 
member of 
your church 
automatically 
prayed for 
your 
pastor... 


I believe this prayer guide will help you begin praying the Word 
over your pastor. Simply put the prayer guide in your Bible. On 
occasion pull it out and pray for some area of your pastor's life. 
Some churches order enough of these guides for the entire congre- 
gation to use, and a lay leader will ask them to pray for sixty or 
ninety days. This prayer guide will help people get started who do 
not know how to pray. 

The key to understanding is to establish good prayer habits for 
the congregation in praying for the pastor. It has been said that 
after 30 days of doing something, it becomes an ingrained habit. 
Imagine what might happen if every member of your church auto- 
matically prayed for your pastor during funerals, revivals and in all 
other courses of your pastor’s ministry. Imagine your church mem- 
bers driving by the churches of your community offering up prayers 
and claiming scriptural promises for the pastors of your city. These 
pastors will be prayed for and not preyed on! In fact they will each 
lead many to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. The New Tes- 
tament describes the perils of church leadership, yet if your pastor 
is prayed for regularly, the promises will outweigh the perils. You 
may use this card yourself for a while to become familiar with it, or 
you may involve a small group in using it. Either way, begin now. 


Green Acres Baptist Church in Houston, Texas, is a grow- 
ing church. One Sunday, six people joined the church and 
then as a group joined the choir. 

One Saturday night, the pastor stopped by the church 
to pick up a book. To his surprise, he found these six people 
in the sanctuary holding a Satanic something to retard or 
curse the Sunday morning service. These six were part of a 
local Satanic “church” sent on assignment to work havoc in 
the church and pastor’s life. 


This story may seem far-fetched, but it illustrates the fact that 
we are at war. The enemy is out to destroy (John 8:44, 10:10). He 
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is violent (Mark 5:30, Luke 4:35, Revelation 2:10). He is cunning, 
crafty and subtle (2 Corinthians 2:11, 2 Timothy 2:26). He is a liar 
(John 8:44). He is persistent (Revelation 12). He will use darts of 
skepticism, denial, disunity, seduction, coercion, disaster, depres- 
sion and sickness. He can disguise himself as an angel of light 
(2 Corinthians 11:14). He is the antithesis of everything Jesus 
Christ stands for and his crosshairs are on your pastor! Yet, he is 
bound by Calvary. A consistent force of prayer in Jesus’ name can 
enforce on him his defeat: “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist 
the devil, and he will flee from you” (James 4:7). 

Even more importantly, we live in an unprecedented time of 
spiritual hunger. Prayer for the leader opens up an anointing and 
blessing to win the lost of a generation. Prayed-for youth pastors 
will win high schools, prayed-for choir pastors will lead in wonder- 
ful praise and worship. Prayed-for pastors will heal the sick and 
win many to Jesus Christ. Like Aaron and Hur, we must lift the 
hands of our pastors lest they grow weary and faint. Paul wrote, 


Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers 
and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep 
on praying for all the saints. 

Pray also for me, that whenever I open my mouth, 
words may be given me so that I will fearlessly make 
known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an am- 
bassador in chains. Pray that I may declare it fearlessly, 
as I should (Ephesians 6:18-20). 


The need is urgent. Pray for your pastor. 


Paul writes that the gospel should be proclaimed “fearlessly.” But 
like Paul pastors face dangers when they preach boldly. List topics 
that have caused or could cause controversy in your church when 
your pastor preached fearlessly: 
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Chapter Five 


Prayer Hedges in 
Bloom 


Just as Aaron and Hur held up Moses’ hands in Exodus 17, you, 

as a layperson, can hold up your pastor’s hands. On the one hand, 

you can pray for your pastor's protection from friendly fire and the 

A dynamic other perils of New Testament leadership. On the other hand, you 

, can pray for the pastor to be blessed in every respect. 

prayer hedge Pastors want to see lives changed by the gospel of Jesus Christ 

around your 2° they preach and counsel. Pastors want and need the power of 

pastor can the Holy Spirit to enable them to live holy lives and do signs and 

make the Wonders. There is no greater joy than to pray for someone and see 

difference in that person be healed! Every pastor wants to lead his or her church 

his or her life to take their city for God and grow in numbers to spread justice 

and ministry. 2nd righteousness in the land. A happy pastor is a pastor whose 
congregation walks in the reality of who they are in Christ. 

A dynamic, consistent prayer hedge around your pastor can 
make the difference in his or her life and ministry. Here are some 
examples from the Bible and from contemporary churches that 
reveal how effective prayer hedges can be. I relate these in the 
areas of the pastor's private life, personal life, praise life, prayer 
life, professional life, preaching life and persevering life. 


consistent 


The author writes, “A happy pastor is a pastor whose congregation 
walks in the reality of who they are in Christ.” In your own words, 
what do you think that means? 
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Think of examples of how effective prayer support has helped (or 
could have helped) a pastor in each of the six areas listed by the 
author in this chapter. Your examples can come from scripture, 
books or articles you have read, or real life. 


The pastor’s private life: 


The pastor’s personal life: 


The pastor’s worship life: 


The pastor’s prayer life: 


The pastor’s professional life: 


The pastor’s preaching life: 


The pastor’s persevering life: 
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The Pastor’s Private Life 


A prayer hedge is seen in full bloom in a pastor's private life in 
Acts 12. King Herod arrested Christians in an effort to persecute 
the church. He had James, the brother of John, put to death. He 
then arrested Pastor Peter. Yet we read, “So Peter was kept in 
prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him” (Acts 
12:5). Every home church in the city was praying for Peter. What a 
prayer hedge around the pastor, the leader of the early church! 

Peter was at peace. The Bible says he was sleeping between two 
soldiers and was bound by two chains (Acts 12:6). Not exactly the 
Jerusalem Hilton! The angel who came to rescue Peter had to 
strike him on the side to wake him. That is sound sleeping. 

The angel led Pastor Peter out of this inner cell into the city. 
Pastor Peter said, “Now I know without a doubt that the Lord sent 
his angel and rescued me from Herod’s clutches and from every- 
thing the Jewish people were anticipating” (Acts 12:11). Here is a 
pastor whose private life was spared serious harm because the 
church prayed. Prayer hedges work to keep the pastor in perfect 
peace, and they keep angels on duty to deliver and assist pastors! 


The Pastor’s Personal Life 


When a 
pastor is 
attacked, his 
wife and 
family also 
suffer. 


As was seen earlier in the Book of Acts, pastors confront as well as 
comfort. The nature of the gospel is to confront sin and systems of 
religion and tradition which hinder the purpose of God. As in Acts, 
pastors still proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ and call men and 
women to repentance, but some people do not want to repent. 
They resist the pastor’s plea. 

For example, a young pastor was called to a church in Central 
Texas. Ted and his wife, Delores, moved to Texas to lead this 
church. The church had not been growing, and in its past had 
endured five major splits. The church was in debt due to a build- 
ing program. 

Ted began to preach, and the church started to grow. He intro- 
duced some contemporary music, and he made some changes in 
policy. He then confronted a church leader who was living in sin. 
This leader was a powerful contributor to the church budget. He 
refused to repent. Pastor Ted came under much fire. 

When a pastor is attacked, his wife and family also suffer. Not 
long after, at a church business meeting, a man stood up and 
proposed that the church conduct a “vote of confidence” for Ted 
in two months. This man had set up the business meeting, and 
there were members there that night who did not even attend 
church! The motion passed and in two months there would be a 
vote of confidence. (It is little wonder that 70% of pastors have less 
confidence in themselves after 10 years of ministry.) 
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That night, Ted and Delores went home devastated. They were 
so discouraged they thought, “If this is what church ministry is all 
about, who needs it!” 

As this pastoral family sat crying, car after car began to arrive 
at their home until about 40 people crowded into their house. 
These people brought soda pop and chips and gathered around 
Ted and Delores and prayed over them like the church prayed over 
Paul's stoned body in Acts 14:20. They sang and worshiped God 
and gave their pastor a true vote of confidence! Pastor Ted told me 
that had it not been for those people that night at that hour 
praying, he might not be in the ministry today. 

Prayer hedges work! 


The Pastor’s Worship Life 


When it comes to worship, pastors need prayer support. One of the 
greatest shepherd/worship leaders in the Bible was David. Yet as a 
leader, he was severely attacked many times. He writes in Psalm 3, 


meertive “Oh Lord, how many are my foes! How many rise up against me!” 
hedge (verse 1). He speaks in Psalm 55:2-5, 
: aber a My thoughts trouble me and I am distraught at the voice 
os ene of the enemy, at the stares of the wicked; for they bring 


down suffering upon me and revile me in their anger. My 
heart is in anguish within me, the terrors of death assail 
me. Fear and trembling having beset me, horror has over- 
whelmed me. 


David was pursued by Saul and others even from within his 
own family. Yet David is noted for his strong worship in the Psalms. 
He exclaims, “I will extol the Lord at all times; his praise will 
always be on my lips. My soul will boast in the Lord; let the 
afflicted hear and rejoice” (Psalm 34:1-2). He declares, “I will praise 
you as long as | live, and in your name | lift up my hands” (Psalm 
63:4). 

In the face of leadership perils, David’s emotional cup over- 
flowed! (Psalm 23:5). Why? I believe David had a supportive hedge 
called the “gibborium” in Hebrew. This term is translated “mighty 
men” in the New International Version Bible (1 Chronicles 11:11). 
In 1 Chronicles 11-16, some of these “mighty men” are listed. 
There were about 600 of them, and they stayed with David during 
his entire rule as King. They went where he went, stayed where he 
stayed, fought for him and even tried to refresh him with a drink 
from the pool of Bethlehem. With these mighty men, he took Jebus, 
later to become Jerusalem, or the city of David. David was kept 
safe by these men, and they were a source of blessing. 

One of the most touching scenes in all the Scriptures is when 
David is getting ready to die. He says farewell in 1 Chronicles 
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29:10-20, and the “mighty men” are there. Shepherd David had a 

protective hedge which enabled him to stay strong in his personal 
and corporate worship of God. Prayer hedges keep pastors re- 
freshed by the presence of God. One of David’s mighty men said, 
“We are yours, O David! We are with you, O Son of Jesse! Success, 

to you, and success to those who help you, for your God will help 
you” (1 Chronicles 12:18). Are there people saying this to your 
pastor? 


The Pastor’s Prayer Life 


You could be 
that spark- 
plug to ignite 
people to 
pray for their 
shepherd 
before they 
fall apart. 


An example of a prayer hedge around a pastor's prayer life is 
found in the ministry of Dr. Paul Cho, who pastors the Full Gospel 
Central Church in Seoul, Korea. His church numbers some 700,000 
members. His ministry and church is based on prayer. 

In the beginning of his ministry, he experienced a severe health 
crisis due to exhaustion and overwork. He wrote, 


...in my State of exhaustion there did not seem to be too 
much that I could do. I was in bed most of the time, in 
and out of depression, feeling like a pile of junk. I could 
not leave my apartment unassisted for fear I might faint 
on the street. 


He adds, 


So I found myself fainting in some very unexpected places. 
Once I fainted in the Tokyo airport. Another time I fainted 
in an Assembly of God Church in the United States, and I 
also fainted at the denomination’s headquarters in Spring- 
field, Missouri. I found myself fainting in hotels and mo- 
tels. My life was miserable. 


During his building program, matters grew worse, and he was told 
by doctors to leave the ministry. 

But his mother-in-law, Mrs. Choi, started a “save the pastor” 
campaign and enlisted hundreds of people to pray for Paul Cho. 
She was a sparkplug to recruit and plant a prayer hedge around 
this great man of God. 

It worked! He was healed and his life and its message of prayer 
were kept intact. Prayer hedges do work. The enemy would have 
loved for Dr. Cho to leave the ministry, but instead, through this 
wonderful woman of God, a pastor’s ministry was spared! 

As a layperson, you could be that sparkplug to ignite people to 
pray for their shepherd before they fall apart. Mrs. Choi started a 
prayer emphasis that made all the difference. I believe every suc- 
cessful pastor is supported by a whole army of quiet, consistent, 
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praying saints. Only in heaven will we know the complete story of 
the difference caused by their prayers. 


The Pastor’s Professional Life 


With tears in 
his eyes, he 
thanked us 
for praying. 


Prayer hedges work to protect and bless the professional lives of 
pastors. Here is another example. I am involved with a group of 
pastors who pray together for our city. We pray for each other, as 
well as our churches. 

I remember one prayer meeting when Chaplain John came in 
and started to cry. He said he was going to leave the ministry. We 
asked, “Why?” He explained that a nurse where he works accused 
him of sexual harassment, and he was totally innocent. We know 
him to be a good chaplain who is always praying with people to 
receive Jesus Christ. So we gathered around him (Acts 14:20) and 
prayed for him for some time. We then committed to pray for him 
during the next two weeks. 

Two weeks later, he came in smiling. He said that he and the 
hospital administrator confronted the nurse, and she admitted she 
was lying. She was jealous of the chaplain’s popularity and was 
out to destroy him. She apologized, and he forgave her. With tears 
in his eyes, he thanked us for praying. His professional ministry 
was spared from the darts of false accusation. We put our shields 
over him, and God made the difference. The enemy will shoot 
accusations, but if there is a hedge of shields around the pastor, 
the accusations won't accomplish anything. Is your pastor pro- 
tected from accusations? 


The Pastor’s Preaching Life 


The preaching life of a pastor is blessed and guarded by a prayer 
hedge. One of the greatest preachers in America today is Dr. Charles 
Stanley of the First Baptist Church in Atlanta, Georgia. Dr. Stanley 
preaches on nationwide television and is heard by millions. He is 
also a prayed-for pastor. He writes in his book How to Start a 
Prayer Group and Keep it Growing: 


I have begun prayer groups in every church I have pastored. 
The members of these groups have oftén become my dear- 
est friends, my most loyal supporters, and my most avail- 
able resource for immediate help. I have felt them lifting 
me up on the Lord’s day as I have stood to preach. They 
have prayed me through periods of discouragement and 
difficulty. A pastor has no greater asset in his ministry 
than the faithful, consistent, fervent prayers of his people. 
When a pastor takes time to help a beginning prayer group 
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or offer new life to one that may need a spark, he is 
lighting the fire to grater spiritual power in his own per- 
sonal ministry. 


Not only for Dr. Stanley, but for all great preachers, there have 
been prayer hedges. As you read the journals of Wesley, Spurgeon 
and Moody you will find pockets of people who prayed while these 
pastors preached. As a layperson, begin to pray for your pastor's 
messages, pray as he or she preaches and see what happens. You 
will be pleasantly surprised. 


The Pastor’s Persevering Life 


Why did Paul 
finish this 
obstacle 
course? He 
had a great 
God anda 
host of 
people 
praying for 
him. 


One of the greatest examples of a prayer hedge comes from the life 
of Paul. He persevered because of prayer. I believe that prayer 
enabled him to fight the good fight, to finish the race and to have 
kept the faith (2 Timothy 4:7). Paul knew well the perils of being a 
New Testament pastor! He wrote, “In fact, everyone who wants to 
live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 
3:12). And persecuted he was—with numerous threats to his life, 
continuous false accusations, troubles, hardships and distresses, 
beatings, imprisonments and riots, hard work, sleepless nights 
and hunger (2 Corinthians 6:4-6). He was dishonored, endured 
bad reports, was treated as an imposter, was sorrowful, lived with- 
out and was even killed (Acts 14:19). He was deserted by fellow 
believers. He was caught in controversy. He worked a job while he 
preached. He faced the sentence of death. He was without a home 
or a family. He was shipwrecked and snake bit. He sat in prison. 
He worried over churches. He was tempted (Romans 7). 

Yet, he could write, “I am greatly encouraged; in all our troubles 
my joy knows no bounds” (2 Corinthians 7:4). And on his depar- 
ture he would say to the young Timothy, 


You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, 
my purpose, faith, patience, love, endurance, persecutions, 
sufferings-what kind of things happened to me in Antioch, 
Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the 
Lord rescued me from all of them (2 Timothy 3:10-11). 


And Paul added, “Preach the Word” (2 Timothy 4:2). Do what I did 
and expect the same! Amazing! What amazing grace that is! 

Why did Paul finish this obstacle course? He had a great God 
and a host of people praying for him. Six times he asked for 
prayer. “And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil 
men, for not everyone has faith. But the Lord is faithful, and he 
will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.” He adds, “We 
have confidence in the Lord that you are doing and will continue to 
do the things we command” (2 Thessalonians 3:2-4). That com- 
mand was, “Pray for us.” And to the Corinthians he said, 
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He has delivered us from such a deadly peril and he will 
deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will 
continue to deliver us, as you help us by your prayers. 
Then many will give thanks on our behalf for the gracious 
favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many! 
(2 Corinthians 1:10-11) 


What a prayer hedge testimony in Paul's life! He finished the course 
because of those on the sidelines cheering him on in prayer. Pas- 
tors need prayer to complete what they are called to do. Amen 

Dear layperson, pray for your shepherd to finish his or her 
course. Pray for endurance and final victory. Plant a hedge, nur- 
ture it and water it, trim it in love, prop it up to grow strong and 
tall around your pastor. The kingdom of God will be advanced, and 
the cause of Jesus Christ in the shepherd's life will flourish. 


In the space below, write a sentence prayer for each of the seven 
areas mentioned by the author in this chapter. 


The Pastor’s Private Life 


The Pastor’s Personal Life 


The Pastor’s Worship Life 


The Pastor’s Prayer Life 


The Pastor’s Professional Life 
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The Pastor’s Preaching Life 


The Pastor’s Persevering Life 
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Chapter Six | 


Fifty Ways to 
Promote Prayer for 
Your Pastor 


1. Calvary Assembly Church in Orlando picks a pastor and church 
per week to pray over in their Sunday morning service. You 
may want to put the names of the church and pastor in the 
bulletin under pastoral prayer. Calvary notifies the pastor and 
church that they are being prayed for or were prayed for. This 
is good modeling to promote unity and mutual support among 
churches and pastors. 


In one 
church, the 
pastor leaves 
a tape every 
week telling §=2, Churches in a District or Association can exchange the names 
the prayer of pastors to pray for God’s protection and blessing. These 
Bh prayer assignments can be made for periods of time such as 
warriors how ninety days or less. Share answers to these prayers to promote 


to pray for ’ : 
hae praise and continued prayer. 


3. The men’s group of the local church can pray for the pastor. In 
the Aldersgate United Methodist Church, the men meet at 
8 a.m. on Sunday to pray for the pastoral staff. This is also 
the case in Dr. John Maxwell's church, Skyline Wesleyan 
Church, and in Dr. Mark Rutland’s church, Calvary Assembly. 


4. If your church has a prayer room, put a picture of the pastor 
in the prayer room. Church on the Rock in Rockwall, Texas, 
has a prayer station with the pastor's picture and staff mem- 
bers and their ministries listed for prayer. As people sign up to 
pray, the pastor will be prayed for daily. In one church, the 
pastor leaves a tape every week telling the prayer room war- 
riors how to pray for him. 
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By honoring 
your leaders 
you honor 
God’s 
authority and 
order for the 
local church. 


5. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


Your Pastor: Preyed On or Prayed For? 


Ask your church Board to budget an annual prayer retreat for 
the pastor. Numerous such retreats are being raised up around 
the country. Give your pastor the church's blessing and finan- 
cial support to go. Successful pastors believe it is important to 
take such retreats to facilitate hearing from God. 


. Every local church has members who own lake cabins or main- 


tain retreat houses. Search for a place of retreat for your pas- 
tor. | draw apart one day each week for prayer and meditation. 
I've done this for the past 13 years, and I can testify that it has 
made all the difference in my life and ministry. Therefore, I am 
intentional in finding a place to be alone with God. My church 
gives their blessing to this practice. 


. Place your Bishop’s name or District Superintendent's or de- 


nominational leaders’ names in the church bulletin every week 
for prayer. By honoring your leaders you honor God's author- 
ity and order for the local church. 


. Solicit the local church’s women’s group to pray for the pastor 


and his or her family. Share this manual with them to promote 
creative ways of praying for the shepherd. This special empha- 
sis could run six weeks or more. 


. The pastor of South Oaks Baptist Church has 27 men signed 


up to pray for him. On Mondays, he has breakfast with the 
week's seven. He tells them how to pray for him in the coming 
week. For example, Sam is to pray on Tuesday, the pastor's 
counseling day. Sam can pray for wisdom and strength on 
Tuesday. Thursday is sermon preparation day. Frank’s as- 
signment is to pray on Thursday for rich study time and no 
distractions. This idea helps laypersons bond with the pastor, 
plus it lets them know what is going on in his or her life. 


Encourage your pastor to pray with other pastors. A group of 
pastors meet weekly in Austin, Texas to pray for the city and 
each other. They meet on the top floor of a downtown hotel 
where they have a good view to inspire specific prayer over 
sections of the city. Interdenominational pastors’ prayer groups 
are springing up everywhere. 


Adult Sunday school classes can pray for the pastor on Sun- 
day. The Sunday school superintendent could circulate the 
pastor's preaching text out for the classes to pray over and ask 
God that this word would go forth with power and authority. 


A church with cell groups can involve them in praying for the 
pastor. The pastor’s prayer portfolio could be passed around 
from group to group. A group meeting in the home could pray 
for a month and then pass on the prayer privilege. 
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Simply ask 
the Father to 
do in your 
pastor’s life 
what was 
done in the 
Book of Acts. 


13. The church youth group could pray for the pastor. With ap- 


14, 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


propriate prayer guidance, the youth could support their pas- 
tor in prayer. 


Sunday morning worship offers a good place to pray for the 
shepherd. A layleader could be designated to read the text and 
then pray for the pastor's life and sermon. This idea is good for 
modeling of prayer for the pastor in front of the entire congre- 
gation. Sometimes prayer is better caught than taught. 


Use this manual as a six-week teaching curriculum for in- 
structing people to pray for the pastor. Each class would in- 
clude ways to use the “praying for the pastor” card on pages 
51 and 52. They could even write their own prayer guide for 
praying for the pastor. 


Church members could be asked to write prayers based on the 
scriptures and then mail them to their pastor. These prayer 
letters could be a source of encouragement to the pastor. Plus, 
they promote good prayer habits for leadership. 


The sanctuary of the local church could be opened early prior 
to services to invite people to pray for the pastor and the 
services. The members would simply sit in the sanctuary an 
hour early to pray quietly for the pastor to be blessed in pre- 
senting the gospel. 


Make a list of the pastors and churches in the city available 
for specific prayer. We have a list of churches in our prayer 
room. 


Conduct a 24-hour prayer vigil four times a year. Have people 
sign up to come on Saturday for one hour prayer shifts to 
intercede for the shepherd. Give them a prayer guide and 
thank them for caring enough to pray. These vigils would 
coincide with the Saturday before Easter or other extremely 
important Sundays. 


Lead a prayer group to pray through The Book of Acts for your 
pastor. You could use the Acts 29 Prayer Guide in Making 
Room to Pray, also available from Bristol House, Ltd. Simply 
ask the Father to do in your pastor's life what was done in the 
Book of Acts. This would take fifty days. 


Ask the youth group to provide free baby-sitting for the pastor’s 
kids so the pastor and his or her spouse can spend time alone 
with God. 


If your church has a church staff, promote prayer for each 
staff member using the practical ideas above. Encourage the 
staff to pray for each other and schedule a staff prayer time. 
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Ask choir 
members to 
pick out a 
face in the 
congregation 
and pray for 
that person 
to receive 
the pastor's 
message. 


Your Pastor: Preyed On or Prayed For? 


23. Teach the members of your church to pray over the pastor and 


24. 


25. 


26. 


27 


29. 


31. 


32. 


parsonage family at the evening meal. Ask the Lord's blessings 
for the pastor and his or her family. 


Encourage the choir sitting behind the pastor to pray while he 
or she preaches. Teach them to pray short prayers like, “Help 
him, Lord,” and “Holy spirit, quicken her as she gives the 
invitation.” 

Ask choir members to pick out a face in the congregation 
and pray for that person to receive the pastor's message. If 
someone is distressed, focus on that person and pray that he 
or she be comforted and built up. The choir could be a great 
force of prayer backing up the minister. The pastor could even 
tell them his or her requests. 


Stress the importance of pew-praying for the pastor. As people 
come in, they could say a short prayer for the minister. During 
the service they can pray especially during the invitation. 


Ask the ushers to pray as they present the offering. Prayer 
modeling facilitates congregational praying for leaders. 


At Central Baptist Church in Bryan, Texas, the deacons take 
time to pray on their knees while Pastor Chris is preaching. 
This church has two morning services and one evening ser- 
vice. They have 100 deacons who share in this ministry pray- 
ing for the pastor while he preaches. This special group of 
intercessors are called “The Watchmen.” 


Remind your Administrative Board to pray for the minister. 
The Board may assign this prayer task each meeting to a 
different leader who can prepare a prayer for the pastor. 


In most churches, members are expected to have a devotional 
life every day. Christians pray and have a quiet time each day. 
Be sure they include the pastor in their devotional time. Sim- 
ply ask them to pray for their shepherd. 


Publish the pastor's vision so members can pray for it to come 
to pass. Make it succinct and to the point. Put it on a card 
that people can put in their Bible. 


Use routine published material in the.church to remind people 
to pray for the shepherd. For example, if your church sends 
out giving reports, print on the bottom this simple phrase, 
“Remember to Pray for the Pastor.” 


Once a year, bring your pastor and his or her family to the 
altar to lay hands on them and renew the church's commit- 
ment to pray for them. This helps the church visualize the 
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Suggest that 
all pastors 
come forward 
at the annual 
meeting for 
prayer and 
personal 
ministry. 


33 


e 


35. 


36. 


37. 


39. 


40. 


4l. 


42. 


ongoing responsibility and privilege to do this. The Morning 
Star Baptist Church is a small church yet once a year they 
have a pastor's appreciation day. At the close of the service, 
they put two chairs in front and ask people to come one at a 
time to pray for and appreciate their pastor. 


Print Bible book markers with the church’s denominational 
leadership listed along with local church staff so people can 
pray by name for leadership. 


. Use the church newsletter to incite prayer for your pastor. 


Print his or her schedule to promote daily prayer for the Lord’s 
blessings. Also, use “one-liners” like, “Remember to pray for 
the pastor” or “Keep your shield over our minister” or “Let’s 
claim Philippians 4:19 for our shepherd this week.” 


Print some bumper stickers that read, “Have you prayed for 
your pastor today?” This lifts community awareness to pray 
for all pastors. 


Remind your pastor to inform the church of funerals so they 
can pray at the exact hour that he or she stands up to comfort 
the family. 


Talk to your District Superintendent or Area Association about 
praying for the pastor at the District monthly preachers’ meet- 
ing. Encourage them to come forward and just put hands on 
pastors to be healed and renewed. 


. The Church of God of Cleveland, Tennessee, collected the names 


of pastors, spouses and children and gave this list to retirees 
to pray over in a ministry called “Prayer Bound.” The Church 
of God pastors were much encouraged to know their denomi- 
nation was prayerfully concerned about them and their chil- 
dren. 


Write your area Overseer or Bishop or Devotional President to 
suggest that all the pastors come forward at the annual meet- 
ing for prayer and personal ministry. On the day of this special 
prayer, notify the churches to pray. 


One pastor set up a telephone answering service and on the 
recordings he gave a list of things his members could pray 
about for him. During the day members can call the church 
and find out how to pray for the pastor. 


Call the Oral Roberts Prayer Tower (918/495-7777) and ask 
them to pray for your pastor to be a great soul winner. 


Make place cards for your table that read: “Have you prayed 
for your pastor today?” 
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If your pastor 
likes golf, 
pray for him 
every time 
you pass a 
golf course. 


43. 


44. 


45. 


46. 


47. 


48. 


49. 


50. 


Your Pastor: Preyed On or Prayed For? 


Circulate a list of local prison chaplains so they can be prayed 
for. Pastors who have no church desperately need prayer. Use 
the prayer guide on pages 51 and 52. 


Write to the Upper Room in Nashville, Tennessee, and include 
a brief prayer list for your pastor. Their address is 1908 Grand 
Avenue, P.O. Box 189, Nashville, Tennessee, 37202-0189, 
ATIN: Prayer Room. 


Use objects and sites to remind people in the church to pray 
at random. For example, teach your fellow members that every 
time they pass a church to pray for the pastor of that church 
to be blessed. If your pastor likes golf, pray for him every time 
you pass a golf course or put a golf ball in the seat of the car 
and pray every time you touch the ball. 


Use church bulletin boards to remind people to pray for the 
staff or the pastor. The artist in the church could create beau- 
tiful ways to spark prayer for the shepherd. 


On the National Day of Prayer in May, gather at pulpits in 
America to pray for pastors and a strong message of revival 
and holiness in the land. 


Place several copies of this manual around the church or cir- 
culate them among the leadership. 


Start an “Aaron and Hur Society” to lift up the pastor’s hands 
and promote camaraderie to pray for the shepherd. 


Simply spontaneously thank God for your pastor often be- 
cause he or she is a special gift from God to you and your 
church. 


List below the numbers of all the items in this chapter that could 
possibly work in your church. 


After praying for guidance, write below the three best suggestions 
you believe would be the most helpful in organizing prayer for your 
pastor: 


i. 


2. 
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If you are working as a group, share your lists. You may find that 
ideas you thought would be unworkable in your church someone 
else found promising. As a group pray and choose the three best 
ideas. Make concrete plans and assign specific individuals to imple- 
ment them. 
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Local Church Resources 


Making Room 
To Pray 
$49.95 


Dr. Terry Teykl helps us understand and 
establish Prayer Centers. Your church 
can become involved in the world-wide 
prayer movement that is winning cities 
for God. From the “prayer mountains” 
of Korea to your street or 
avenue...praying makes a difference. 
Dr. Teykl will reveal the biblical princi- 
pals and strategies of Prayer. Prayer 
Centers, prayer evangelism and how the 
Holy Spirit works in a church and 
community will all be covered in this 
exciting new resource. Thousands of 
churches are already praying. Manual, 
Video and Study Guides. 

ISBN 0-917-851-66-8 


Risk-Proofing 
Your Family 
$49.95 


by Dr. Donald Joy 

This program could strengthen your 
family and save your children and grand- 
children from the problems that threaten 
them in North American culture. 

A video-assisted discussion program. 

2 Videos. 5 Sessions. 


Local Church Resources 


Creative Outreach 


$89.95 


In your area of the world there are, no doubt, 
many people who need to hear and respond 
positively to the Gospel message. The Creative 
Outreach manual will help lead your congregation 
into the neighborhood and show you proven 
methods of getting the word out. Enclosed in this 
manual is a complete year’s worth of advertising 
materials for your church, plus step-by-step in- 
structions to make it all work. 9-OM-7851-3 


Newcomers Ministry 


$89.95 


Just how does your congregation respond when 

they receive new visitors? Their response has muc 
to do with whether or not those visitors will retur 
for a second visit. Newcomers Ministry will train 
your congregation to respond in a way that invites ~ 
newcomers to be a part of the body of Christ. The 
manual includes all that you need to activate, train 


and enact this program. 9-NM-7852-4 


TO ORDER: CALL 1-800-451-READ 


Your Name Quantity Item Description and Number 


Phone 


Church Name 


Street Address 


To Order by Mail:: Bristol House Ltd. * 716 S. Tillotson * Muncie, IN 47304 © Thanks for Your Order! 


Now “People need to know how 
nner to Pray! You do not teach 
mies Soldiers to load the gun 


world-changing 


earth-shaking when the enemy is 


mountain-moving 


prayer coming over the hill...” 


Your Pastor: Preyed On Or Prayed For 


“We are in a spiritual battle and the pastor not prayed for is preyed on by a 
whole host of destructive forces.” The goal of this manual is to help laypersons 
plant hedges around their shepherds to protect and to bless them. Corporate 
prayer can have a plan, a goal, recruitment, training, appreciation, feedback 
and renewal like any other ministry. Here you will find practical steps to 
organize a prayer force for your shepherd. The Gospel promotes a clash of 
Kingdoms...and quite often the local pastor gets caughy in the clash...learn to 
pray a hedge of protection around him and his family. 

Six chapters help the reader understand and take prayer action on behalf of 
their pastor: 

Chapter 1: Your Pastor; Preyed On or Prayed For? 

Chapter 2: Sheep Can Bite 

Chapter 3: How to Plant a Prayer Hedge 

Chapter 4: Hedging in the Pastor 

Chapter 5: Prayer Hedges in Bloom 

Chapter 6: Fifty Ways to Promote Prayer for Your Pastor 

“Study Boxes” allow you to write thoughts and observations as you gain 
insight into the need to usher out the boring and introduce a living, Spirit-filled 
prayer ministry to your church! 


About the Author: 

Dr. Terry Teykl was called into the ministry 

in 1968. He started serving in small rural pastorates while 
pursuing his doctorate. In 1979 Dr. Teykl was assigned to start 
a new church in College Station, Texas. Aldersgate United 
Methodist Church began with eight members and now has 

well over 1,000 full members. 


Dr. Teykl’s vision and burden is to help strengthen the 

corporate prayer life of the church. He has conducted 

workshops on: T’he Importance of Prayer, Mobilizing the Local 

Church to Pray, Models of Collective Prayer, How to Pray the 
Scriptures and How to Pray for Your Pastor. 

Among Dr. Teykl’s other works are Acts Twenty-Nine, | > 
Making Room to Pray, Pray and Grow, and Personal DD 
Prayer—Evangelism Guide. 


ISBN 0-917851-65-X 
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